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These are some of the upcoming events listed at
www.peoriaaudubon.org/calendar
Please join us for our monthly meetings at Forest Park Nature Center.
Between the months of September and May, we meet the second
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM.
Saturday, March 5, 7:00 AM-4:00 PM Birding the Illinois RiverWaterfowl Trip
Join us as we hit the hot spots along the Illinois River in search of
waterfowl. Transportation, snacks and lunch included with fee of $35
per person. Registration required. Call the Nature Center at (309) 6863360 to register. Audubon and Nature Center members receive a $5
discount. See inside for more information!

Join us at our Membership Meeting at Forest Park Nature Center on Wednesday, March 9; at 7:00 PM. Rich Miller will
discuss the Kane County Chimney Swift Tower Project.

Wednesday, March 9, 7:00 PM Membership Meeting-Chimney Swift
Tower Project
Rich Miller from Kane County will join us to explain the Chimney Swift
Tower Project completed in 2014. Learn about chimney swifts and their
conservation needs and how a community working together made the
project possible.
Wednesday, April 13, 7:00 PM Membership Meeting-Illinois Birds, A
Century of Change
Jeff Walk, Director of Science for The Nature Conservancy in Illinois, will
speak about a recent research project documenting bird populations in
Illinois. Jeff and his team used survey data from the 1900s through the
present to document how Illinois bird populations have changed in the
past 100 years.
Wednesday, May 11, 7:00 PM Membership Meeting- Tracy Fox
Tracy Fox of the Sanctuary Committee of Peoria Audubon Society will
provide a conservation update. Check website for updated details.

Like the Peoria Audubon Society page on Facebook!

Saturday, May 7 Spring Bird Count
Statewide survey of birds timed to be at the peak of spring migration.
Contact Mike Miller, Peoria County compiler at (309) 681-2858 for info.

Notes from our President
Dennis Endicott
In a few more weeks, spring will be upon us and
we will all be itching to get out in the field. And all
across America, a sure sign that spring is on its
way is through the return of the migratory birds.
Researchers claim that the reason for the
migration is to move from areas of low or
decreasing resources to areas of high or
increasing resources. This means that the spring
migrants move to follow the emergence of
insects and to find the best nesting sites, mate,
and raise a family. The permanent bird residents
can find adequate supplies of food year-round.
With food and potential mates as goals, the birds
have powerful incentives to migrate as quickly as
possible. In contrast, fall migration is more
leisurely and not as hectic.
The reason I am mentioning the spring migration
and the competition for the best nesting sites, is
that with habitat loss, some bird species have a
greater struggle at finding a good nesting location
than others. In fact, it can be said that many
species are very “picky” about what would be
suitable. And, a few species, because of their
highly specialized nesting requirements- along
with a reduction of traditional resources- are
becoming more dependant on man to provide
structures.
Many birds that are cavity nesters are particularly
vulnerable to habitat loss. In particular, species
that do not excavate the cavity themselves. Many
species are now almost completely dependent on
Continued Inside
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Notes from the President continued

man-made nest boxes:
•

•

•

Purple Martins- once used natural cavities in trees to nest
in the wild. Now, to an extent, they have developed a
dependence on man to supply them with a house.
Interestingly, Purple Martins actually prefer to nest in
proximity to people
Eastern Bluebirds- depend on finding the used cavities of
other birds or man-made houses. In years past, they have
used cavities in fence posts. Now, bluebird trails (a series
of nest boxes in a line, grid, etc.) have allowed the
Bluebird populations to rebound.
Chimney Swifts- historically nested in caves, on cliff faces
and hollow trees. With the arrival of Europeans and the
resulting loss of habitat, many of them made the
transition to human-built structures- old large masonry
chimneys in particular.

Chimney swifts are sometimes described as “winged cigars” as
they speed through the air in close formation. They are more
frequently seen flying through the air as they eat one-third of
their weight in flying insects each day. They have even been
known to gather sticks for their nests while on the wing. They rest
together at night, clinging vertically to the rough interior of old
chimneys.

Purple Martin Boxes at the Riverfront Park
Purple Martins migrate from South America each spring in
search of good nesting sites. Water, a steady supply of
insects, and lots of human activity to keep predators away
makes for a great location for Purple Martin Houses.
Over the past few years, Kip Strasma and Mitch Gregory
refurbished an older house and added 2 additional houses to
the green space next to the RiverPlex along the Illinois River.
These houses have been popular with Purple Martin pairs, but
were in some disrepair and difficult to maintain.
In 2015, with the help of Peoria Audubon and Kelly Seed
Company, Strasma and Gregory purchased 3 new houses that
will be installed early this spring. The new poles will allow the
houses to be easily lowered for inspection and maintenance.
Keep an eye out for the new boxes in April and then for the
arrival of the Purple Martins in May to once again build their
colony in downtown Peoria. Park at the end of the RiverPlex
parking lot and stroll down the riverfront path to enjoy.
And hopefully look for three additional houses in 2017!

With the dependence on chimneys and loss of hollow trees, bird
experts claim that chimney swift numbers have dropped about
eighty percent in Illinois- and more than fifty percent nationally
since the 1960s. In 2010, the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature changed the Chimney Swift’s status from
least concern to near threatened.

December 19 was a crisp, sunny morning in a rather odd
winter. Seven groups of birders ventured out on the 116th
Annual Christmas Bird Count to cover the area known as “The
Peoria Circle.” This is a 15 mile circle with its focal point at the
intersection of Park Avenue and Main Street in Peoria. We all
felt the long history of birders before us venturing forth on
winter days to tally as many species and individual birds as
possible.
We had a tough act to follow. Last year (the 115th Christmas
Bird Count) was a record year for us. On December 20th, 2014,
we saw 83 species of birds and counted over 16,500
individual birds. This year, we saw 73 species and saw over
18,000 individual birds. While the number of species was
down this year, the number of individuals was up.
Even though the number of species was down this year, it’s
still a respectable number of species for winter. We did miss
some birds we normally see. Wild Turkey and Red-Headed
Woodpecker were two species that hid from everyone that
day. I’m sure they were around, but they evaded our
binoculars for sure! On the plus side, we came up with three
new species sightings for a Peoria Circle Christmas Bird Count.
This was the first year that we saw Trumpeter Swans, Horned
Grebes and Merlin. We also spotted a couple of other birds
that are rare on a Christmas Bird Count for us; Thayer’s Gull
and Northern Goshawk. Those two species have only been
seen one other time during a Peoria Christmas Bird Count.
All together, we had 17 individuals in the field that day in 7
parties. These volunteers put in 59 party hours, traveled over
30 miles on foot and logged over 400 miles by car. It takes a
lot to cover a 15 mile circle and I want to thank each and
every volunteer for their effort. It was a great count and it
couldn’t happen without you!

With the awareness of this decline, Rich and Marion Miller of
Batavia, Illinois, coordinated a project to erect four chimney swift
towers (see photo on back of newsletter) to serve as needed
habitat in their area. The goal was to provide a refuge for the
birds as an alternative to the decreasing numbers of masonry
chimneys and hollow trees. These towers are twelve feet tall,
with fourteen inch square interiors. With design assistance from
swift enthusiasts in Austin, Texas, the tower interior is roughed
up to help enable the ease for the swifts to cling and secure their
nests.
Come to our March 9 meeting to learn how Rich Miller and the
Kane County Audubon community worked together to make the
chimney swift tower project a reality.

Peoria Christmas Bird Count Review
Mike Miller

Birding Tour of the Illinois River
Waterfowl Trip

This trip will take in some of the waterfowl migration
hotspots along the Illinois River- spots renowned for
both scenic quality and bird diversity. After meeting at
the Nature Center, we travel south along the east shore
of the river stopping at Spring Lake and Chautauqua,
then proceed to one of the largest wetland restoration
projects in the world, the Nature Conservancy’s
Emiquon Preserve. We will head on to Rice Lake and
Banner Marsh. This trip, led by Maury Brucker, Dennis
Endicott and Mike Miller of the Peoria Audubon Society,
includes transportation, a delicious lunch and snacks.

Fee: $35/person, $30/CORE and Peoria Audubon
members
Saturday: March 5 7 am-5 pm

Register at Forest Park Nature Center, or call 309-6863360.
Lunch options include: veggie wrap, turkey

sandwich, ham sandwich, or BLT wrap. There
will be a side of vegetable soup. Please indicate
your food preference at time of registration.

Kip Strasma standing next to a refurbished Purple Martin
house next to the RiverPlex in 2013.
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