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These are some of the upcoming events listed at
www.peoriaaudubon.org/calendar
Please join us for our monthly meetings at Forest Park Nature Center.
Between the months of September and May, we meet the second
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM.
Wednesday, October 14, 7:00 PM Membership Meeting: Eastern
Bypass; Ring Road around Peoria
For the past six years, Pete Fenner has represented Peoria Audubon with
the IDOT committee formed to investigate potential corridors to build a
ring road around Peoria. Some of the proposed routes would take the
road through nature sensitive areas. Pete will bring us up to date on the
status and all that has transpired.

Audubon Adventures is an environmental education program for children in grades 3-8. Peoria Audubon Society provides
this excellent educational opportunity to many local classrooms. The cost is around $50 per classroom, so donations are
always accepted and appreciated. To learn more about the program, go to www.audubonadventures.org. To donate to our
local effort, send donations to Peoria Audubon Society, Audubon Adventures, PO Box 3535, Peoria IL 61612.

Wednesday, November 11, 7:00 PM Membership Meeting: Wild
Turkey Foundation
Jeff Ravenscroft, Regional Director for the National Wild Turkey
Federation, will join us to discuss conservation of the wild turkey.
Wednesday, December 9, 7:00 PM Membership Meeting: Composting
with Worms
Jason Haupt, from the University of Illinois Extension, will bring us up to
date on vermicomposting- the process of composting with worms.
Late December and Early January, Christmas Bird Counts for Peoria,
Chillicothe and Chautauqua
Please check the website for finalized dates, times and contact
information to take part in the Christmas Bird Counts.

Like the Peoria Audubon Society page on Facebook!

Wednesday, January 13, 6:30 PM Membership Meeting: Annual
Potluck and Slide Show
Bring your flash drive, CD or even slide carousel to share photo or video
highlights of your birding year. Bring table service and a dish to share.
Christmas Bird Count results will be presented. Please note the earlier
start time. As always, guests are welcome!

Notes From the President
Dennis Endicott
Oak Bluff Prairie Nature Preserve
About 15 years ago, when I moved back to Peoria
and started regularly attending Peoria Audubon
meetings, I decided to “take the plunge” and go
on one of their field trips. While on the trip, in
addition to identifying birds and learning about
their behaviors, I was amazed with the vast
knowledge one of the leaders had as he
enthusiastically talked; not only about birds, but
also about the plants. With Maury Brucker’s
outpouring of knowledge and humility, he
became one of my mentors. This was the start of
a long friendship.
This past August, the Peoria Audubon Society,
acting as a land trust, accepted the gift of 22
acres of land in Marshall County- the Oak Bluff
Prairie Nature Preserve. This was part of Peoria
Audubon’s efforts to protect high quality habitat
along the Illinois River Bluffs ecological corridor.
Maury Brucker and Emiko Yang, the former
owners, worked over 20 years to preserve and
enhance the quality of the natural features of the
site.
The gift of high quality oak woodlands, savanna,
and hill prairie included a maintenance
endowment for future needs. The entire gift is
valued at over $100,000. It includes the Oak Bluff
Savanna Nature Preserve which is listed by the
Illinois Nature Preserve Commission. Access to
the site is by permission of the Peoria Audubon
Society.
Continued Inside

As

Notes from the President
Continued from Page 1
Located about 4 miles west of Henry, Illinois, Maury and
Emiko made significant enhancements to restore the land
to its historic condition. The restoration included:
 Hiring a botanist to survey and document the
native plants found on the property.
 Facilitating a grant from Midwest Foresters to
restore 9 acres of woodlands.
 Received assistance from the State Wildlife Grant
system of the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources, to have a Restoration Ecologist assist in
the removal of invasive, non-native plants in the
prairie habitats.
 Restoring 3 acres of former farm ground to a high
quality native prairie.
This high quality natural area sits on an important
migratory flyway for numerous species of neotropical
songbirds as they migrate from their breeding habitat in
the north to their wintering grounds in Central and South
America.
 Dozens of warbler species can be found in the
preserve during spring and fall migration.
 Resident species such as Eastern Bluebird, Indigo
Bunting, Baltimore Oriole and even Green Heron
are found nesting on the site.
 Recent bird surveys indicate that over 160 species
of birds utilize this important natural area which
will be preserved for future generations.
On behalf of the residents of Central Illinois, Peoria
Audubon Society is fortunate to conserve this important
habitat for generations to come.

Conservation Alert: Climate and
Weather

It was a cold February in Washington D.C. this year, and a
U.S. Senator from Oklahoma threw a snowball in the Senate as
part of his argument that global warming is a hoax. This stunt
evidences a real problem in the struggle to prevent climate
change—confusion over the difference between weather and
climate.
Every living thing on earth, including of course its human
inhabitants, observes weather on a daily basis. Weather is
what we perceive when we step outside—cold or warm, wet or
dry, windy or still, and cloudy or sunny. But that is NOT the
climate.
If you lived in much of eastern North America last year, or
spent time on a ship in the mid-North Atlantic ocean or the
Straits of Magellan, your weather this past winter was much
colder than normal. When people experience record colds and
look no further than what their senses tell them, they might be
skeptical about global warming.
But worldwide, according to scientists at the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, the climate in 2014 was in
fact the hottest since record keeping began in 1880.
Moreover, the seemingly inexorable warming trend over the
past 135 years is unmistakable.
The most thorough analysis I’ve seen confirming planetary
climate warming caused by humans was published by the
American Institute of Physics (AIP). "Regardless of what had
happened in past centuries, the warming since the 19th
century was as certain a fact as anything in science” by 2012,
according to Dr. Spencer Weart, former director of AIP’s
Center for History of Physics. In Dr. Weart’s comprehensive
history of the discovery of global warming, he explains: "The
coup de grace for people who doubted the climate
community's statistics came from their own ranks. A
painstaking re-analysis of land-station data was organized by
warming skeptic Richard Muller and funded by oil billionaire
Charles G. Koch, a leading sponsor of groups that attacked
the climate consensus. The study, using different methods
and more data than earlier teams, only confirmed what every
other study had found. There was a marked recent rise,
Muller's group announced in 2012,that could only be
explained as human-caused.”
Need more evidence that this temperature trend is not part of
earth's long-term regular heating and cooling cycles? Check

out this recent article in Scientific American, in particular
the top two charts, which show the unmistakable
correlation between increasing atmospheric carbon and
our climate's warming temperatures.
Global warming is not a hoax or some vast conspiracy
by scientists and journalists. Rational, environmentally
conscious people may ask themselves why many of their
neighbors (and political leaders) continue to question the
reality of increasing planetary temperatures. Yet
skeptics do, and one of the reasons, forcefully
demonstrated by the Senator from Oklahoma, is the
confusion between climate and weather. And this
confusion is dangerous in the face of the scientific
consensus on climate change.

Article courtesy of Donnie Dann

2015 BIRD SEED SALE

PEORIA AUDUBON SOCIETY and FRIENDS OF THE ROCK ISLAND TRAIL

Support your local environmental organizations by ordering your bird seed now. Our seed is the
same high quality seed sold by Kelly Seed & Hardware Company, who provides the seed to us at a
reduced price and tax-free. Order plenty for the winter!
Please pre-order - we don't want to run out! For more information, call 309-397-3503.

IMPORTANT DATES: Order Deadline is November 4, 2015. Pick-up Day is Saturday, November 7, 9-11 am.
Call 397-3503 if you will not be able to pick up your seed Nov. 7.
PICK-UP LOCATION: Kelly Seed & Hardware Parking Lot, Washington Street and Hamilton Blvd. in Peoria

- - - -- - - - - - - - - - cut here - - - - - - - - - - - - - mail bottom portion with check - - - - - - - - - - SEED

AMT

Sunflower
(Black Oil)

25 lbs

PRICE
$11

50 lbs
25 lbs
50 lbs
10 lbs
25 lbs

$20
$20
$32
$13
$30

50 lbs
10 lbs
25 lbs
50 lbs
10 lbs
25 lbs
50 lbs
25 lbs
50 lbs
20 lbs
35 lbs

$56
$10
$20
$35
$14
$30
$55
$12
$20
$13
$20

10 lbs
25 lbs
50 lbs

$6
$10
$16

Striped
Sunflower
Sunflower
Hearts
Safflower

Thistle
(Niger)
Seed
Wild Bird
Mix
Songbird
Mix
White
Millet

QTY

SEED

AMT

PRICE

No Waste
Mix
Peanuts
(No
Shell)

20 lbs

$15

10 lbs
25 lbs
50 lbs
5 lbs
25 lbs
50 lbs
25 lbs

$13
$30
$55
$9
$33
$60
$8

50 lbs
25 lbs

$13
$7

50 lbs
25 lbs
50 lbs
10 lbs
20lbs
1 dozen

$12
$11
$18
$12
$20
$16

Peanuts
in the
Shell
Cracked
Corn
Shelled
Corn
Ear Corn
Fruit/Nut
Mix
Suet
Cakes

QTY

No tax! Please make checks out to
Peoria Audubon Society.

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE: _______________
Your name: _________________________ Address:_________________________________
City/Zip: ____________________________ Telephone: _______________________________
By November 4,mail order form and payment to Peoria Audubon Society, 416 W Richwoods Blvd, Peoria IL
61604. Thanks for your support!
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