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Peoria Audubon Society and Peoria Park District. Photo by Dennis Endicott

These are some of the upcoming events listed at
www.peoriaaudubon.org/calendar

Notes From the President

Wednesday, April 9, 7:00 PM
Membership Meeting-Bird Conservation Network
Donnie Dann from the Bird Conservation Network, a coalition of about
18 organizations (including Peoria Audubon) in northeast Illinois,
southern Wisconsin and northwestern Indiana, will be sharing the latest
news and research on preserving and restoring bird habitat.

As winter finally releases its grip and snow geese
begin to move out of southern Illinois to
Chautauqua and Emiquon, it’s beginning to feel
like spring is within reach… It is reality. Likely
spring will be here and almost over before we
realize, so we better be ready to capitalize on the
change.

Sunday, May 4, 2:00 PM- 4:00 PM Chillicothe Bottoms Open House
Join us as we explore Chillicothe Bottoms, a 230 acre Ducks Unlimited
property that Peoria Audubon is partnering with to make a future Peoria
Audubon sanctuary. 150 bird species utilize this unique area of high
quality emergent wetlands, buttonbush swamp and floodplain forest.
Participants should meet at 2:00 PM at the parking lot of Moffit Park in
Chillicothe and wear clothing appropriate for walking in tall vegetation.
Contact Mike Miller (309) 681-2858 or Maury Brucker (309) 696-5490 for
more information.
Saturday, May 10 Spring Bird Count
Statewide survey of birds timed to be at the peak of spring migration.
Peoria Audubon organizes teams to participate in the statewide count.
Contact Mike Miller (309) 681-2858 for more information.
Wednesday, May 14 Membership Meeting 7:00 PM
Chillicothe Bottoms Wildlife Sanctuary Fundraiser and Auction
Join us for an evening of fun! We’ll have a live auction, silent auction,
raffles and refreshments with all proceeds benefitting this unique
wetland habitat. See page 3 for more information.

Like the Peoria Audubon Society page on Facebook!

Saturday, May 24
Field Trip: Oakbluff Prairie Nature Preserve
We will carpool from the parking lot at Forest Park Nature Center to this
privately owned bird sanctuary along the Illinois River bluffs in rural
Marshall County. Call tour leader Maury Brucker (309) 696-5490 for
more information.

Mike Miller

Spring has also been a busy time for Peoria
Audubon. We conducted our Spring Birding Trip
on March 1. Even though water was mostly
frozen along the Illinois River Valley, waterfowl
were seen in great numbers and 25 participants
enjoyed a day full of waterfowl sights and song.
There has been a lot going on behind the scenes
to help improve Peoria Audubon. We welcome
new board members JD Russell and Susy
Turner.We also see other board members taking
on new roles. Susie Grana-Ingram will take on
membership coordinator duties from Joe
VanWassenhoven. The new board is still looking
to fill the treasurer position. After 40+ years
serving as treasurer, Greet Princen has decided to
take her well-deserved retirement. We are in the
process of transferring our books to a modern,
computerized system that will allow us to better
track expenses, but will also make it easier for
volunteers to take on the task of the treasury.
Greet is staying on as advisor in the process. If
you are interested in assisting with the treasury,
please let me know.
Continued on Page 2

Bird Counts are Fun- Join Us!

Continued from page 1…

Susy Turner
The Illinois Spring Bird Count is coming up on Saturday, May
10. If you have ever thought a bird count sounds interesting,
the spring count is an amazing experience you won’t regret.
Scheduled at the peak of spring migration, the woods are filled
with colorful migrants and this citizen science experience is the
perfect excuse to spend an entire day birding.
But- Aren’t bird counts only for expert birders who can identify
every warbler by song and every high-flying silhouette at a
glance? That’s exactly what I thought until I tagged along on
my first Christmas Bird Count three years ago. I quickly realized
that most of the birds around Peoria at that time of year are
common “backyard” species or perhaps waterfowl that will
conveniently hang around long enough to identify with a field
guide if needed. I felt confident enough after that initial
experience to head my own Christmas Count team the past
two years.
But what about the Spring Count? There are so many more
species and I don’t know all the warblers and vireos by sight,
much less by sound! I will admit that I was rather terrified last
year when I found out my friend Meghan and I would be
covering our own large area in our first ever spring count. The
other teams WERE the experts, and while I knew there was no
competition- the other teams far exceeded our skills- I didn’t
want our newbie team to fail miserably. It turned out to be a
fantastic day of birding and great experience in developing our
identification skills. If we couldn’t identify a warbler, we
carefully recorded the field marks and looked it up when we
had time. We ended our day with 73 total species, over 1200
total birds and 13 warbler species. We saw scarlet tanagers
and orioles, each found several life species and felt great about
our day.

This winter has been a very productive one on the Sanctuary
Initiative. Our board has been very active in networking with
the Chillicothe community. As you know, Peoria Audubon has
partnered with Ducks Unlimited in the acquisition and long
term care of a 230 acre parcel we call “Chillicothe Bottoms.”
This winter we have met with the Chillicothe Chamber of
Commerce, the Chillicothe Historical Society and have assisted
with the Eagle Day event at Shore Acres Park. One thing has
been very evident- people of Chillicothe love their river and will
be great supporters of a sanctuary. I don’t think we could have
picked a better group of folks to be neighbors in our sanctuary
initiative. We invite you to join us Sunday, May 4, from 2:004:00 PM for a tour of Chillicothe Bottoms. Meet at Moffit Park
in Chillicothe. It will be a great time to see some spring
migrants!
Finally, it’s time for some fun! Join us for the Sanctuary Auction
on Wednesday, May 14 at 7:00 PM at Forest Park Nature
Center. All funds will directly support the long term care of the
Chillicothe Bottoms Sanctuary. If you have birding related items
to donate, please contact Tracy Fox at 309-369-5331 or email
tracy@tracyfox.com. We hope to see you there!

Melissa Sauder
Peoria Audubon Society
P.O. Box 3535
Peoria, IL 61614
March 20, 2014

Dear Fellow Nature Enthusiast,
The Peoria Audubon Society is currently in the process of acquiring an incredibly diverse and unique habitat known as the
Chillicothe Bottoms, located along the Illinois River. The Audubon is in need of donations for our fundraising auction. We are
asking for donations of nature related artwork, outdoor enthusiast equipment, educational items, gift cards for local
community services, along with any other items deemed appropriate to the goals of the Audubon Society and its members.
Proceeds from the fundraiser will go directly to the enhancement of the site for public access and viewing, along with the
general maintenance of the sanctuary.
The fundraiser will be held on Wednesday, May 14th, 2014 at 7pm at the Forest Park Nature Center in Peoria Heights. We will
be featuring a silent auction, live auction, refreshments and more. If you would like to make a donation, please contact one of
the following coordinators with questions:
Melissa Sauder
(309) 472-3561
melissasauder83@gmail.com

Gift cards and monetary donations can be mailed to the address listed above and donations can be received no later than May
7th, 2014. The Peoria Audubon Society is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. We greatly appreciate your in-kind donation that
will enable nature lovers for generations to enjoy the Chillicothe Bottoms Wildlife Sanctuary.

Sincerely,
If this sounds like a fun experience but you’re still a little
unsure, tag along with Meghan and me! You’ll quickly realize
you are a much better and more qualified birder than you may
have thought. Contact Peoria County compiler, Mike Miller, at
(309) 681-2858 for more information.
Peoria County count information is sent to Tara Beveroth at
the Illinois Natural History Survey and compiled as part of the
Illinois Spring Count Database. Thirty years of data can be
found at www.inhs.illinois.edu/sbc/about.html.

Tracy Fox
(309)369-5331
tracy@tracyfox.com

Melissa Sauder
Vice President
Peoria Audubon Society
(309) 472-3561
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