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Peoria Audubon
Board

Dennis Endicott - President / Web Development
Mike Miller - Vice President/Program Chair
Greet Princen - Treasurer
Holli Cook - Secretary
Maury Brucker - Conservation Chair
Joe Van Wassenhove - Membership Chair / Board Member
Carol Borders - Education Chair
Pete Fenner - Board Member
Deb Roe - Board Member / Newsletter Editor
Jim Miller - Board Member
Adam Wallenfang - Board Member
Susie Grana - Board Member

www.peoriaaudubon.org

Chapter of National Audubon since 1981
Chapter of The Peoria Academy of Science since 1930
Contact the Peoria Audubon Society at audubon@peoriaaudubon.org

Peoria Audubon meets at 7:00 PM on the second Wednesday of each month, September
through May at the Forest Park Nature Center (FPNC). It's a relaxed, friendly evening with
an interesting presentation followed by refreshments. Free and open to the public.

These are just a few of the upcoming
events listed at
www.peoriaaudubon.org/calendar
Sat. Oct. 15, 2011, 2:30 PM FPNC
Attracting Birds to Your Backyard

Learn how to make your front or back yard
appealing to many different kinds of birds. The
various kinds of bird feeders, bird feeder
placement, types of seed and suet mixes, plus
some general bird lore will be presented. Take
home a free sample of our own Forest Park
Special Mix too! Age: 12+ No fee, but donations are always appreciated!

Fri. Oct. 28, 2011, 7 PM - 9 PM FPNC
Creatures of the Night

--

Illinois Audubon Society Protects Indiana Bat Habitat
The Illinois Audubon Society announced today its further protection of federally endangered Indiana bat habitat in southern Illinois within the
Shawnee National Forest. In 2010, through its land acquisition program, the Society protected Illinois’ second largest Indiana bat hibernacula.
The Society now announces the acquisition of additional acreage surrounding this habitat.
“With white-nosed syndrome killing hundreds of thousands of bats across the northeast U.S., protection of bat hibernacula and surrounding
habitat is crucial,” said Tom Clay, Executive Director of Illinois Audubon. “The Society’s protection of this land comes at a critical time for a
species clinging to its very existence,” Clay said.
The Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) was 1 out of 14 mammals listed as endangered under the
Endangered Species Preservation Act of 1966, the precursor to the Endangered Species Act of 1973. According
to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service data, the entire population of Indiana bats in 1981 was over 509,000. The most
recent survey conducted in 2009 estimated the population at 417,000, a decline of almost 20% since the 1981
survey.
This latest parcel was acquired at the request of the U.S. Forest Service. As a conservation land trust, the Society
often pre-acquires vital Illinois lands for its federal and state government land conservation partners. According to
Shawnee National Forest Supervisor, Allen Nicholas, "Cooperative conservation achievements such as these
could not be successfully accomplished without effective partnerships and we are grateful to have such a
relationship with the Illinois Audubon Society.”
The mission of the Illinois Audubon Society is to promote the perpetuation and appreciation of native plants and
animals and the habitats that support them. The Illinois Audubon Society is a member supported, not-for-profit,
statewide organization. Founded in 1897, the Society is Illinois’ oldest private conservation organization with over
2300 members, 20 chapters and 13 affiliate groups. Illinois Audubon Society has protected over 3000 acres by
investing more than $5 million to protect land and water throughout Illinois.

Prepare to enter the dark of the forest on a walk
through trails filled with eerie sounds that come
from the creatures of the night! Learn about
bats, owls and many more nocturnal animals.
This friendly, guided night hike will end at our
Trailhead Nature Store, where refreshments and
seasonal stories will top off the evening. Dress
for the weather; costumes welcome. Feel free
to bring a flashlight. Fee: $3 per person;
$2/CORE members

Sat. Nov. 5, 2011, 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
MSWRD Field Trip & Bird Survey

Thad Edmonds will lead a fall birding trip to the
15,000 acre Chicago MSWRD wetlands, just
southwest of Canton, IL Thad wishes to do a
bird survey of the waterfowl, and then compare
it to a survey next spring and the following fall.
Goal is to gather some data and assist in the
effort to determine the effect of the oil spill on
wintering grounds of waterfowl by assessing
the impact on this very important migration
flyway stop. Should be an enjoyable trip as we
will provide radios to stay in communications.
Bring your lunch. Reservations are required.
Contact Thad Edmonds at 309-243-1854

Indiana Bat on A Tree
photo courtesy FWS

This Newsletter and an Archive of past
newsletters are available on the website:
www.peoriaaudubon.org

FPNC = Forest Park Nature Center,
5809 N. Forest Park Drive, Peoria Heights

Sat. Nov. 5, 2011, 8 AM - 10 AM
Bird Seed Sale at Kelly Seed

Order Form and Details inside the newsletter.

Wed. Nov. 9, 2011, 7 PM
Monthly Membership Meeting at FPNC

Marshall B. Plumley, Illinois River Basin
Integrator for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
will speak on the present status in establishing
the artificial islands in the Peoria Lake and the
plans for continued progress.

Wed. Dec. 14, 2011, 7 PM
Monthly Membership Meeting at FPNC

Travis Wilcoxen, Assistant Professor of Biology
at Millikin University, will share plenty of
information and new data on his recent research
into bird feeding. Travis will present, "Are your
feeder birds healthy?"

Christmas Bird Counts

112th Annual Christmas Bird count will be on
Saturday near Christmas. Peoria Audubon
counts for Peoria, Chatauqua and Chillicothe.
Details forthcoming. Check the website or future
newsletters for details.

Sat. Jan. 7, 2012, 10 AM - 5 PM
Bald Eagle Day

Each year hundreds of bald eagles over-winter
in the Illinois River Valley. We dedicate this day
to the appreciation of these incredible birds of
prey as the Peoria Audubon Society and Forest
Park Nature Center offer a presentation and
tours to view Bald Eagles along the river.

Wed. Jan 11, 2012, 6:300 PM
Annual Potluck and Slide Show at FPNC

Bring your CD of jpgs, videos, or slide carousel,
table service and a covered dish to share.
Members present photo/video highlights from
the year. Christmas Bird Count results will be
presented. Note the earlier 6:30 starting time. As
always, guests are welcome!

Learn More: Scan
the adjacent
code with your
smart phone to
connect with the
Peoria Audubon
Event Calendar

National Audubon and the Gulf
Restoration Bill

Dennis Endicott

It has been a little over a year since the
BP Deep Horizon oil disaster in the Gulf
of Mexico. A few weeks ago, I received a
notice from The National Audubon
Society that although there continue to be
problems for the gulf marshes coastal
habitats, there MAY be a bit of good
news.
Recently, the Senate introduced legislation to dedicate billions of dollars worth of
Clean Water Act penalties that BP will
have to pay for Gulf coast restoration of
the damaged environment and communities. Now is a critical time in the life of this
legislation and with the level of national
attention that the Gulf disaster has
received, the time is ripe for concerned
citizens to once again turn their attention
to the Gulf and raise their voices to
support this positive movement in the
Senate for restoration.
This is common-sense legislation with
strong support from leaders on both sides
of the aisle. During these deeply partisan
times, this is an opportunity for Congress
to show that it can still deliver important
wins for the American people. Because
this is such an unprecedented investment
in conservation of an important area for
birds and people, Audubon’s policy office
is prioritizing this legislation and will be
inviting all elements of the Audubon
network to participate.
According to National Audubon, this
Senate bill paves the way for Congress to
do what voters expect: hold the parties
responsible for the Gulf oil disaster
accountable for restoring the Gulf
because our nation’s economy depends
on a healthy Gulf. Unless Congress acts

...continued on page 2
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... continued from page 1
National Audubon and Gulf Restoration Bill...
fines paid by BP and others responsible for the oil disaster will
be spent on unrelated federal spending, instead of going to
repair the area that was devastated by the spill.
Nearly 500 miles – almost half – of the coastline in Louisiana,
Mississippi, Alabama and Florida that was contaminated by the
BP oil disaster remains oiled one year later (according to the
National Atmospheric and Oceanic Administration). This
includes many coastal Important Bird Areas (IBAs) as well as
other critical and sensitive bird habitats.
Restoring the communities and environment of the Gulf region
is critical not only to the local economy, but also to the strength
of our national economy. The Gulf currently supports a $34
billion per year tourism industry, and its fisheries support an
estimated $22.6 billion dollars in seafood and commercial and
recreational fishing-related activity. Bipartisan polling shows
that 83 percent of voters nationwide support efforts to dedicate
the BP oil spill penalties to restoration of the Mississippi River
Delta and Gulf Coast.
Using Gulf oil spill penalties paid by those responsible for this
disaster to restore the Gulf region’s communities, environment
and economy is the fair and right thing to do. Congress must
act quickly to make sure that happens.
We need you to raise your voices once again. Call on your
Senators to do the right thing, support the Restore the Gulf
Coast Act of 2011 and make a real investment in restoring our
Gulf.
House legislation is being introduced and we will need to do
the work of educating our Representatives on this bill in the
House and getting it through Congress.
For more information on what Audubon is doing and how you
can take action to help restore the Gulf go to:
http://gulfoilspill.audubon.org
Thank you!

Recap of Fall BirdingbyTour
Dennis Endicott
In order to catch the peak of the annual Fall migration of
shorebirds, Maury Brucker of Peoria Audubon and Mike Miller,
Chief Naturalist with Peoria Park District, organized a birding trip
along the backwater lakes south of Peoria. The August 20, 2011
trip has become an annual event thanks to Maury and Mike, who
have also been organizing a “Spring Birding the Illinois River” trip
to catch the Spring migration.
In order to find where the birds were, Maury and Mike scouted
the area the day before. Maury indicated that the window of time
for the fall migration was quite a bit longer than the length of time
for the peak spring migration. He indicated that many shorebirds
are anxious to quickly get to Arctic tundra area to secure a prime
nest site and start breeding activities. In the fall, the migration is
“more leisurely” with the newly fledged juvenile birds; who may
not yet have built up the strength and endurance of the older
adults.
One of the first sites we visited was Spring Lake; about 5 miles
west of Manito, IL. This year the water table was somewhat
reduced at Spring Lake and
much the shallow areas was
covered by a thick growth of
Yellow Lotus plants. Many
of the Lotus were still in
bloom. Also with the
reduced water level, the
Lotus, which would normally
flow on the top surface
Caspian Tern at Emiquon
instead created a “dense
photo by Endicott
thicket” of Lotus in the water.

... continued ...

Recap of Fall Birding Tour ...

At Spring Lake, the three Peoria Park District vans of birders got several
close looks at a bevy of Mute Swans. Note that this national bird of the
KIngdom of Denmark is not native to the USA. These swans are very
territorial and if their U.S. population expands, at some point, the Mute
Swans may start displacing our
native smaller waterfowl.
We then moved on to Lake Chautauqua of the Chautauqua National
Wildlife Refuge. At the 1200-acre
North Pool of Lake Chautauqua, the
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) had
started drawing down the level of
the lake to reduce the number of
invasive Asian carp and afterwards
to create a good wetland habitat for
Henry Sinclair Scopes
Waterfowl at Emiquon
ducks and other waterfowl later in
photo by Endicott
the year. In the previous two years,
the FWS had raised the level of the 2100-acre South Pool to reduce
100-acre South Pool to reduce the large growth of willows around the
shoreline of the lake. In short, the FWS was managing the levels of the
two pools of Lake Chautauqua to create good habitat for waterfowl.
This year, with the abundant overpopulation of invasive carp, there were
thousands of dead carp in differing levels of decomposition across the lake.
As one could surmise, residents of nearby Goofy Ridge, IL had complained
about the stench caused by all the dead carp. The direction of the wind
made a big difference on the overall effect. Since many birds are opportunists, there was a pod of American White Pelicans resting in the middle of
the North Pool. And, the abundant Asian carp helped provide them with a
good refueling stop as they continued their migration south.
Setting up the spotting scopes, the group could also see 30-40 Turkey
Vultures scattered across the dry basin of the “drawn-down” lake. Although
the vulture’s diet primarily consists of carrion, they seemed to be taking
advantage of the carp feasting opportunity. Around the lake, we encountered several trees that had a smaller number of Turkey Vultures simply
resting. One could imagine that they were simply sitting around waiting for
all the carp to digest.
Since the goal for the trip was to look at migrating shorebirds, we went out
toward what is locally known around Havana, IL as Sand Lake. About 1-2
miles southeast of Havana, in what almost looked like the middle of several
corn fields, the plentiful spring rains had left a number of what many birders
simply call: “fluddles.” In these shallow “temporary” wetlands, a number of
shorebirds were feeding. Unfortunately, many of the shorebirds
were too distant to get a good view
with only binoculars; we had to
bring out the scopes. At one of the
Sand Lake locations, we found a
new family of Ruddy Ducks.
After a short lunch at Grandpa’s in
Havana, we continued were on to
Emiquon; birding along the way.
Solitary Sandpiper at Sand Lake Fluddle.
The Emiquon restoration, which
photo by Endicott
has been billed as the largest
wetland rehabilitation in the U.S.,
second only to the Everglades, is primarily funded through donations to
The Nature Conservancy. The viewing area with the shelter held a Grand
Opening this past June.

From the viewing shelter, our group could take in distant views of bird life at
Emiquon while getting out of the direct sun. One of the more interesting
bird spottings was that of a Caspian Tern as it searched for fish; searching
the lake for fish. It would occasionally make long dives into the lake for
fish. Mike pointed out that this was the big white bird with the carrot for a
beak.
Overall, the trip was a nice opportunity to get out into the field and share it
with a group of enthusiastic, friendly birders. On behalf of the Peoria
Audubon Society, I would like to thank everyone who came along for the
field trip; and extra thanks to Mike and Maury for organizing the trip and
providing the Peoria Park District resources. Note: each participant paid a
small fee to Peoria Park District to defray the expense of using the PPD
van and cost of the lunch. A Photo Gallery from the trip is posted at:
"http://www.peoriaaudubon.org"

September Meeting Recap
by Mike Miller
Cheif Naturalist - Peoria Park District

Eric Schenck from Duck’s Unlimited spoke at the Peoria Audbon
Monthly meeting in September. Eric is one of those rare
individuals who grew up in rural Illinois, went on to school at the
University of Idaho and Yale University, then returned to his
Illinois roots to protect local biodiversity. Ducks Unlimited has
been a leader in enhancing Illinois habitat for migratory waterfowl and associated wildlife for decades. In Illinois, they have
been active in conserving 43,778 acres, providing technical
assistance to owners of another 42,145 acres, and have spent
$14,636,567 in acquisition and habitat
projects throughout the state. In recent
years, several projects have been completed in central Illinois including the
restoration of Wightman Lake, near Sparland. Hydrology was restored to allow the
formation of wetlands, sedge meadow and
bottomland forest. Eric also shared the
vision of DU in development several other
projects in the Upper Peoria Lake region
including land adjacent to Woodford County State Fish and
Wildlife Area.
Information on DU's efforts can be found at:
"http://www.ducks.org/conservation/glaro/illinois-projects”

Oak Bluff Nature Preserve
Field Trip Recap

by Maury Brucker

An impromptu field trip was
announced at the September
Peoria Audubon meeting;
which was then added to the
www.peoriaaudubon.org
website. On September 24,
after meeting at Forest Park,
nine people drove to then hiked for
about an hour at the Oak Bluff Nature
Preserve near Henry, Illinois. We saw see
Cedar Waxwings and the latest plant
community restoration work. Our group
then drove to the conservation area near
Hennepin, Illinois to walk the new marsh
boardwalk where we saw ducks, coots, Closed Gentians and
Spiranthes Orchids.
Afterwards, a few individuals returned to Oak Bluff NP to try
some hawk watching. No hawks were visible on that day, only
Turkey Vultures showed up due to the weather conditions that
were not right for the hawks

Brimfield Railroad Nature Preserve
Prairie Restoration Demonstration

by Maury Brucker

A small group met at the
Brimfield Railroad Nature
Preserve owned by Peoria
Audubon on October 8 for a
"working" field trip. Everyone
brought loppers and gloves to
help in a demonstration of
clearing woody invasive plants,
such as Smooth Sumac and
Mulberry. The event also
provided an opportunity to
identify prairie plants and birds.
One unexpected highpoint was
the discovery of a rare orchid
amid the other plants in our
local prairie.

The Big Year
Info from National Audubon

The long-awaited film about three birders and their Big Year will
be released nationwide on Friday, October 14, 2011. Audubon
Members are encouraged to seize upon the publicity about this
movie as a way to introduce non-birders to the wonderful world
of Audubon, bird watching, and our mission.
The new movie starring
Steve Martin, Owen Wilson
and Jack Black features
America’s second fastest
growing hobby after
gardening – birding. In
The Big Year, the three
stars undertake a whirlwind
competition to see who can
identify the most species of
birds in North America
within one calendar year.
The extraordinary race
becomes a transformative
journey for wealthy
industrialist Stu (Steve
Martin), computer codewriter Brad (Jack Black),
and successful contractor
Kenny (Owen Wilson), who
race across the continent
on a “Big Year,”

Audubon has a presence in the film:
o In the beginning of the film, actor John Cleese explains how
the concept of a Big Year got started. He says people used to
compete to see how many birds they could shoot over the
holidays, but Frank Chapman and the Audubon Society decided
to count birds instead of shoot them. Chapman made his appeal
in Bird Lore magazine, which evolved into Audubon magazine..
o In at least two instances, Owen Wilson (who portrays the
defending champion birder) is pictured on the cover of Audubon
Magazine.
o Audubon logos and signs appear at several points in the
movie.
o In general, birding is treated with remarkable respect throughout the movie. There are many scenes where the wonder of birds
and the joy of seeing them are featured.
o The trailer for the movie highlights the "buddy comedy" aspects
of the film, which isn't really a bad thing. We understand that the
studio has to sell tickets, and that a buddy comedy has a better
chance of getting people in the theater than a birding movie.
Moreover, this focus on the personal relationships isn't a bad
thing at all. We all know that one of the great joys of birding is the
human relationships that form around it.
For more than a hundred years, Audubon has harnessed
America’s love of birds and channeled that energy into a real
force for conservation. Audubon connects people with birds,
nature and the environment that supports us all. Our national
network of community-based nature centers, chapters, scientific,
education, and advocacy programs engages millions of people
from all walks of life in conservation action to protect and restore
the natural world.
Audubon has launched an
online scavenger hunt, to
introduce millions of Americans to the fun of birding—and
to highlight our work to save
birds and their habitats. Put
your birding skills to the test in
this online scavenger hunt that
runs through November 7.
Birds have been released all over the Internet for you to spot and
collect on Facebook. So get birding and compete to win awesome
prizes, including a trip to the Galapagos. Start playing
now.http://www.facebook.com/NationalAudubonSociety?sk=ap

p_150240931737900

... continued from page 1
National Audubon and Gulf Restoration Bill...
fines paid by BP and others responsible for the oil disaster will
be spent on unrelated federal spending, instead of going to
repair the area that was devastated by the spill.
Nearly 500 miles – almost half – of the coastline in Louisiana,
Mississippi, Alabama and Florida that was contaminated by the
BP oil disaster remains oiled one year later (according to the
National Atmospheric and Oceanic Administration). This
includes many coastal Important Bird Areas (IBAs) as well as
other critical and sensitive bird habitats.
Restoring the communities and environment of the Gulf region
is critical not only to the local economy, but also to the strength
of our national economy. The Gulf currently supports a $34
billion per year tourism industry, and its fisheries support an
estimated $22.6 billion dollars in seafood and commercial and
recreational fishing-related activity. Bipartisan polling shows
that 83 percent of voters nationwide support efforts to dedicate
the BP oil spill penalties to restoration of the Mississippi River
Delta and Gulf Coast.
Using Gulf oil spill penalties paid by those responsible for this
disaster to restore the Gulf region’s communities, environment
and economy is the fair and right thing to do. Congress must
act quickly to make sure that happens.
We need you to raise your voices once again. Call on your
Senators to do the right thing, support the Restore the Gulf
Coast Act of 2011 and make a real investment in restoring our
Gulf.
House legislation is being introduced and we will need to do
the work of educating our Representatives on this bill in the
House and getting it through Congress.
For more information on what Audubon is doing and how you
can take action to help restore the Gulf go to:
http://gulfoilspill.audubon.org
Thank you!

Recap of Fall BirdingbyTour
Dennis Endicott
In order to catch the peak of the annual Fall migration of
shorebirds, Maury Brucker of Peoria Audubon and Mike Miller,
Chief Naturalist with Peoria Park District, organized a birding trip
along the backwater lakes south of Peoria. The August 20, 2011
trip has become an annual event thanks to Maury and Mike, who
have also been organizing a “Spring Birding the Illinois River” trip
to catch the Spring migration.
In order to find where the birds were, Maury and Mike scouted
the area the day before. Maury indicated that the window of time
for the fall migration was quite a bit longer than the length of time
for the peak spring migration. He indicated that many shorebirds
are anxious to quickly get to Arctic tundra area to secure a prime
nest site and start breeding activities. In the fall, the migration is
“more leisurely” with the newly fledged juvenile birds; who may
not yet have built up the strength and endurance of the older
adults.
One of the first sites we visited was Spring Lake; about 5 miles
west of Manito, IL. This year the water table was somewhat
reduced at Spring Lake and
much the shallow areas was
covered by a thick growth of
Yellow Lotus plants. Many
of the Lotus were still in
bloom. Also with the
reduced water level, the
Lotus, which would normally
flow on the top surface
Caspian Tern at Emiquon
instead created a “dense
photo by Endicott
thicket” of Lotus in the water.

... continued ...

Recap of Fall Birding Tour ...

At Spring Lake, the three Peoria Park District vans of birders got several
close looks at a bevy of Mute Swans. Note that this national bird of the
KIngdom of Denmark is not native to the USA. These swans are very
territorial and if their U.S. population expands, at some point, the Mute
Swans may start displacing our
native smaller waterfowl.
We then moved on to Lake Chautauqua of the Chautauqua National
Wildlife Refuge. At the 1200-acre
North Pool of Lake Chautauqua, the
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) had
started drawing down the level of
the lake to reduce the number of
invasive Asian carp and afterwards
to create a good wetland habitat for
Henry Sinclair Scopes
Waterfowl at Emiquon
ducks and other waterfowl later in
photo by Endicott
the year. In the previous two years,
the FWS had raised the level of the 2100-acre South Pool to reduce
100-acre South Pool to reduce the large growth of willows around the
shoreline of the lake. In short, the FWS was managing the levels of the
two pools of Lake Chautauqua to create good habitat for waterfowl.
This year, with the abundant overpopulation of invasive carp, there were
thousands of dead carp in differing levels of decomposition across the lake.
As one could surmise, residents of nearby Goofy Ridge, IL had complained
about the stench caused by all the dead carp. The direction of the wind
made a big difference on the overall effect. Since many birds are opportunists, there was a pod of American White Pelicans resting in the middle of
the North Pool. And, the abundant Asian carp helped provide them with a
good refueling stop as they continued their migration south.
Setting up the spotting scopes, the group could also see 30-40 Turkey
Vultures scattered across the dry basin of the “drawn-down” lake. Although
the vulture’s diet primarily consists of carrion, they seemed to be taking
advantage of the carp feasting opportunity. Around the lake, we encountered several trees that had a smaller number of Turkey Vultures simply
resting. One could imagine that they were simply sitting around waiting for
all the carp to digest.
Since the goal for the trip was to look at migrating shorebirds, we went out
toward what is locally known around Havana, IL as Sand Lake. About 1-2
miles southeast of Havana, in what almost looked like the middle of several
corn fields, the plentiful spring rains had left a number of what many birders
simply call: “fluddles.” In these shallow “temporary” wetlands, a number of
shorebirds were feeding. Unfortunately, many of the shorebirds
were too distant to get a good view
with only binoculars; we had to
bring out the scopes. At one of the
Sand Lake locations, we found a
new family of Ruddy Ducks.
After a short lunch at Grandpa’s in
Havana, we continued were on to
Emiquon; birding along the way.
Solitary Sandpiper at Sand Lake Fluddle.
The Emiquon restoration, which
photo by Endicott
has been billed as the largest
wetland rehabilitation in the U.S.,
second only to the Everglades, is primarily funded through donations to
The Nature Conservancy. The viewing area with the shelter held a Grand
Opening this past June.

From the viewing shelter, our group could take in distant views of bird life at
Emiquon while getting out of the direct sun. One of the more interesting
bird spottings was that of a Caspian Tern as it searched for fish; searching
the lake for fish. It would occasionally make long dives into the lake for
fish. Mike pointed out that this was the big white bird with the carrot for a
beak.
Overall, the trip was a nice opportunity to get out into the field and share it
with a group of enthusiastic, friendly birders. On behalf of the Peoria
Audubon Society, I would like to thank everyone who came along for the
field trip; and extra thanks to Mike and Maury for organizing the trip and
providing the Peoria Park District resources. Note: each participant paid a
small fee to Peoria Park District to defray the expense of using the PPD
van and cost of the lunch. A Photo Gallery from the trip is posted at:
"http://www.peoriaaudubon.org"

September Meeting Recap
by Mike Miller
Cheif Naturalist - Peoria Park District

Eric Schenck from Duck’s Unlimited spoke at the Peoria Audbon
Monthly meeting in September. Eric is one of those rare
individuals who grew up in rural Illinois, went on to school at the
University of Idaho and Yale University, then returned to his
Illinois roots to protect local biodiversity. Ducks Unlimited has
been a leader in enhancing Illinois habitat for migratory waterfowl and associated wildlife for decades. In Illinois, they have
been active in conserving 43,778 acres, providing technical
assistance to owners of another 42,145 acres, and have spent
$14,636,567 in acquisition and habitat
projects throughout the state. In recent
years, several projects have been completed in central Illinois including the
restoration of Wightman Lake, near Sparland. Hydrology was restored to allow the
formation of wetlands, sedge meadow and
bottomland forest. Eric also shared the
vision of DU in development several other
projects in the Upper Peoria Lake region
including land adjacent to Woodford County State Fish and
Wildlife Area.
Information on DU's efforts can be found at:
"http://www.ducks.org/conservation/glaro/illinois-projects”

Oak Bluff Nature Preserve
Field Trip Recap

by Maury Brucker

An impromptu field trip was
announced at the September
Peoria Audubon meeting;
which was then added to the
www.peoriaaudubon.org
website. On September 24,
after meeting at Forest Park,
nine people drove to then hiked for
about an hour at the Oak Bluff Nature
Preserve near Henry, Illinois. We saw see
Cedar Waxwings and the latest plant
community restoration work. Our group
then drove to the conservation area near
Hennepin, Illinois to walk the new marsh
boardwalk where we saw ducks, coots, Closed Gentians and
Spiranthes Orchids.
Afterwards, a few individuals returned to Oak Bluff NP to try
some hawk watching. No hawks were visible on that day, only
Turkey Vultures showed up due to the weather conditions that
were not right for the hawks

Brimfield Railroad Nature Preserve
Prairie Restoration Demonstration

by Maury Brucker

A small group met at the
Brimfield Railroad Nature
Preserve owned by Peoria
Audubon on October 8 for a
"working" field trip. Everyone
brought loppers and gloves to
help in a demonstration of
clearing woody invasive plants,
such as Smooth Sumac and
Mulberry. The event also
provided an opportunity to
identify prairie plants and birds.
One unexpected highpoint was
the discovery of a rare orchid
amid the other plants in our
local prairie.

The Big Year
Info from National Audubon

The long-awaited film about three birders and their Big Year will
be released nationwide on Friday, October 14, 2011. Audubon
Members are encouraged to seize upon the publicity about this
movie as a way to introduce non-birders to the wonderful world
of Audubon, bird watching, and our mission.
The new movie starring
Steve Martin, Owen Wilson
and Jack Black features
America’s second fastest
growing hobby after
gardening – birding. In
The Big Year, the three
stars undertake a whirlwind
competition to see who can
identify the most species of
birds in North America
within one calendar year.
The extraordinary race
becomes a transformative
journey for wealthy
industrialist Stu (Steve
Martin), computer codewriter Brad (Jack Black),
and successful contractor
Kenny (Owen Wilson), who
race across the continent
on a “Big Year,”

Audubon has a presence in the film:
o In the beginning of the film, actor John Cleese explains how
the concept of a Big Year got started. He says people used to
compete to see how many birds they could shoot over the
holidays, but Frank Chapman and the Audubon Society decided
to count birds instead of shoot them. Chapman made his appeal
in Bird Lore magazine, which evolved into Audubon magazine..
o In at least two instances, Owen Wilson (who portrays the
defending champion birder) is pictured on the cover of Audubon
Magazine.
o Audubon logos and signs appear at several points in the
movie.
o In general, birding is treated with remarkable respect throughout the movie. There are many scenes where the wonder of birds
and the joy of seeing them are featured.
o The trailer for the movie highlights the "buddy comedy" aspects
of the film, which isn't really a bad thing. We understand that the
studio has to sell tickets, and that a buddy comedy has a better
chance of getting people in the theater than a birding movie.
Moreover, this focus on the personal relationships isn't a bad
thing at all. We all know that one of the great joys of birding is the
human relationships that form around it.
For more than a hundred years, Audubon has harnessed
America’s love of birds and channeled that energy into a real
force for conservation. Audubon connects people with birds,
nature and the environment that supports us all. Our national
network of community-based nature centers, chapters, scientific,
education, and advocacy programs engages millions of people
from all walks of life in conservation action to protect and restore
the natural world.
Audubon has launched an
online scavenger hunt, to
introduce millions of Americans to the fun of birding—and
to highlight our work to save
birds and their habitats. Put
your birding skills to the test in
this online scavenger hunt that
runs through November 7.
Birds have been released all over the Internet for you to spot and
collect on Facebook. So get birding and compete to win awesome
prizes, including a trip to the Galapagos. Start playing
now.http://www.facebook.com/NationalAudubonSociety?sk=ap

p_150240931737900
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Peoria Audubon
Board

Dennis Endicott - President / Web Development
Mike Miller - Vice President/Program Chair
Greet Princen - Treasurer
Holli Cook - Secretary
Maury Brucker - Conservation Chair
Joe Van Wassenhove - Membership Chair / Board Member
Carol Borders - Education Chair
Pete Fenner - Board Member
Deb Roe - Board Member / Newsletter Editor
Jim Miller - Board Member
Adam Wallenfang - Board Member
Susie Grana - Board Member

www.peoriaaudubon.org

Chapter of National Audubon since 1981
Chapter of The Peoria Academy of Science since 1930
Contact the Peoria Audubon Society at audubon@peoriaaudubon.org

Peoria Audubon meets at 7:00 PM on the second Wednesday of each month, September
through May at the Forest Park Nature Center (FPNC). It's a relaxed, friendly evening with
an interesting presentation followed by refreshments. Free and open to the public.

These are just a few of the upcoming
events listed at
www.peoriaaudubon.org/calendar
Sat. Oct. 15, 2011, 2:30 PM FPNC
Attracting Birds to Your Backyard

Learn how to make your front or back yard
appealing to many different kinds of birds. The
various kinds of bird feeders, bird feeder
placement, types of seed and suet mixes, plus
some general bird lore will be presented. Take
home a free sample of our own Forest Park
Special Mix too! Age: 12+ No fee, but donations are always appreciated!

Fri. Oct. 28, 2011, 7 PM - 9 PM FPNC
Creatures of the Night

--

Illinois Audubon Society Protects Indiana Bat Habitat
The Illinois Audubon Society announced today its further protection of federally endangered Indiana bat habitat in southern Illinois within the
Shawnee National Forest. In 2010, through its land acquisition program, the Society protected Illinois’ second largest Indiana bat hibernacula.
The Society now announces the acquisition of additional acreage surrounding this habitat.
“With white-nosed syndrome killing hundreds of thousands of bats across the northeast U.S., protection of bat hibernacula and surrounding
habitat is crucial,” said Tom Clay, Executive Director of Illinois Audubon. “The Society’s protection of this land comes at a critical time for a
species clinging to its very existence,” Clay said.
The Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) was 1 out of 14 mammals listed as endangered under the
Endangered Species Preservation Act of 1966, the precursor to the Endangered Species Act of 1973. According
to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service data, the entire population of Indiana bats in 1981 was over 509,000. The most
recent survey conducted in 2009 estimated the population at 417,000, a decline of almost 20% since the 1981
survey.
This latest parcel was acquired at the request of the U.S. Forest Service. As a conservation land trust, the Society
often pre-acquires vital Illinois lands for its federal and state government land conservation partners. According to
Shawnee National Forest Supervisor, Allen Nicholas, "Cooperative conservation achievements such as these
could not be successfully accomplished without effective partnerships and we are grateful to have such a
relationship with the Illinois Audubon Society.”
The mission of the Illinois Audubon Society is to promote the perpetuation and appreciation of native plants and
animals and the habitats that support them. The Illinois Audubon Society is a member supported, not-for-profit,
statewide organization. Founded in 1897, the Society is Illinois’ oldest private conservation organization with over
2300 members, 20 chapters and 13 affiliate groups. Illinois Audubon Society has protected over 3000 acres by
investing more than $5 million to protect land and water throughout Illinois.

Prepare to enter the dark of the forest on a walk
through trails filled with eerie sounds that come
from the creatures of the night! Learn about
bats, owls and many more nocturnal animals.
This friendly, guided night hike will end at our
Trailhead Nature Store, where refreshments and
seasonal stories will top off the evening. Dress
for the weather; costumes welcome. Feel free
to bring a flashlight. Fee: $3 per person;
$2/CORE members

Sat. Nov. 5, 2011, 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
MSWRD Field Trip & Bird Survey

Thad Edmonds will lead a fall birding trip to the
15,000 acre Chicago MSWRD wetlands, just
southwest of Canton, IL Thad wishes to do a
bird survey of the waterfowl, and then compare
it to a survey next spring and the following fall.
Goal is to gather some data and assist in the
effort to determine the effect of the oil spill on
wintering grounds of waterfowl by assessing
the impact on this very important migration
flyway stop. Should be an enjoyable trip as we
will provide radios to stay in communications.
Bring your lunch. Reservations are required.
Contact Thad Edmonds at 309-243-1854

Indiana Bat on A Tree
photo courtesy FWS

This Newsletter and an Archive of past
newsletters are available on the website:
www.peoriaaudubon.org

FPNC = Forest Park Nature Center,
5809 N. Forest Park Drive, Peoria Heights

Sat. Nov. 5, 2011, 8 AM - 10 AM
Bird Seed Sale at Kelly Seed

Order Form and Details inside the newsletter.

Wed. Nov. 9, 2011, 7 PM
Monthly Membership Meeting at FPNC

Marshall B. Plumley, Illinois River Basin
Integrator for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
will speak on the present status in establishing
the artificial islands in the Peoria Lake and the
plans for continued progress.

Wed. Dec. 14, 2011, 7 PM
Monthly Membership Meeting at FPNC

Travis Wilcoxen, Assistant Professor of Biology
at Millikin University, will share plenty of
information and new data on his recent research
into bird feeding. Travis will present, "Are your
feeder birds healthy?"

Christmas Bird Counts

112th Annual Christmas Bird count will be on
Saturday near Christmas. Peoria Audubon
counts for Peoria, Chatauqua and Chillicothe.
Details forthcoming. Check the website or future
newsletters for details.

Sat. Jan. 7, 2012, 10 AM - 5 PM
Bald Eagle Day

Each year hundreds of bald eagles over-winter
in the Illinois River Valley. We dedicate this day
to the appreciation of these incredible birds of
prey as the Peoria Audubon Society and Forest
Park Nature Center offer a presentation and
tours to view Bald Eagles along the river.

Wed. Jan 11, 2012, 6:300 PM
Annual Potluck and Slide Show at FPNC

Bring your CD of jpgs, videos, or slide carousel,
table service and a covered dish to share.
Members present photo/video highlights from
the year. Christmas Bird Count results will be
presented. Note the earlier 6:30 starting time. As
always, guests are welcome!

Learn More: Scan
the adjacent
code with your
smart phone to
connect with the
Peoria Audubon
Event Calendar

National Audubon and the Gulf
Restoration Bill

Dennis Endicott

It has been a little over a year since the
BP Deep Horizon oil disaster in the Gulf
of Mexico. A few weeks ago, I received a
notice from The National Audubon
Society that although there continue to be
problems for the gulf marshes coastal
habitats, there MAY be a bit of good
news.
Recently, the Senate introduced legislation to dedicate billions of dollars worth of
Clean Water Act penalties that BP will
have to pay for Gulf coast restoration of
the damaged environment and communities. Now is a critical time in the life of this
legislation and with the level of national
attention that the Gulf disaster has
received, the time is ripe for concerned
citizens to once again turn their attention
to the Gulf and raise their voices to
support this positive movement in the
Senate for restoration.

This is common-sense legislation with
strong support from leaders on both sides
of the aisle. During these deeply partisan
times, this is an opportunity for Congress
to show that it can still deliver important
wins for the American people. Because
this is such an unprecedented investment
in conservation of an important area for
birds and people, Audubon’s policy office
is prioritizing this legislation and will be
inviting all elements of the Audubon
network to participate.
According to National Audubon, this
Senate bill paves the way for Congress to
do what voters expect: hold the parties
responsible for the Gulf oil disaster
accountable for restoring the Gulf
because our nation’s economy depends
on a healthy Gulf. Unless Congress acts

...continued on page 2
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2011 BIRD SEED SALE
PEORIA AUDUBON SOCIETY and FRIENDS OF THE ROCK ISLAND TRAIL
Support your local environmental organizations by ordering your bird seed now. Our seed is the same high quality seed
sold by Kelly Seed & Hardware Company, who provides the seed to us at a reduced price and tax-free. Order plenty for the winter!
Please pre-order -- we don't want to run out! For more information, please call 278-5251.
IMPORTANT DATES: Order Deadline is November 2, 2011
Call 278-5251 after November 2.
Pick-up Day: Saturday, November 5, 9:00-11:00 am
Call 370-8263 if you will not be able to pick up your seed on Saturday.
PICK-UP LOCATION: Kelly Seed & Hardware Parking Lot
Washington Street and Hamilton Blvd. in Peoria
PERSONAL REMINDER: I ordered seed and will pick it up on
bags of
bags of

Saturday, November 5:

bags of
bags of

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut
- - -here
- - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - mail bottom portion with check - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -save
- - - top
- ----------

ORDER FORM
TYPE OF SEED

SIZE

NO. OF
BAGS

PRICE

TOTAL

Sunflower (black oil)

25 lbs.
50 lbs.

$
$

20.00
34.25

$
$

Sunflower (striped)

25 lbs.
50 lbs.

$
$

20.00
33.00

$
$

Sunflower Hearts

10 lbs.
25 lbs.

$
$

13.75
31.75

$
$

Safflower

10 lbs.
50 lbs.

$
$

9.00
37.00

$
$

Thistle (Niger) Seed

10 lbs.
25 lbs.

$
$

11.50
25.00

$
$

Wild Bird (Premium) Mix
(Cracked corn, oil sunflower, white Proso millet, milo)

25 lbs.
50 lbs.

$
$

12.75
22.25

$
$

Songbird Mix

35 lbs.

$

23.25

$

White Millet

10 lbs.

$

5.25

$

Peanuts (in the shell)
Peanuts (no shell)

50 lbs.
10 lbs.

$
$

10.50
39.75

$
$

Cracked Corn
Ear Corn for Squirrels

25 lbs.
25 lbs.

$
$

8.25
10.25

$
$

Suet Cakes (12 cakes)

Case

$

15.75

$

(Oil & striped sunflower, white Proso millet, safflower)

Remember --

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $
No sales tax!
Make check out to
Peoria Audubon Society

By November 2nd, mail order form
and check for amount due to

Peoria Audubon Society

YOUR NAME

9712 N. Cherry Bark Ct.

ADDRESS

Peoria, IL 61615

CITY, ZIP
TELEPHONE
Thank you for your support!

