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AUDUBON CALENDAR

Peoria Audubon meets at 7:00 PM on the second Wednesday of each month,
September through May. Its a relaxed, friendly evening with an interesting
presentation followed by refreshments. Free and open to the public.

These are just a few of the upcoming
events listed at
www.peoriaaudubon.org/calendar

January 2008
Peoria Eagle Count

Annual Census of the Bald Eagle population along

Wed. Nov. 12, 2008, 7 PM FPNC the Illinois River from Henry to Havana, IL. Final Date
pending. Look for upcoming announcement.
Chicago Bird Collision Monitors:
Migratory Bird Rescue & Protection Wed. Feb. 11, 2009, 7 PM FPNC
Monthly Membership Meeting. Annette Prince,
Using Weather Radar to Track
Director of Chicago Bird Collision Monitors, will
water fowl migration

discuss the actions to rescue and salvage thousands
of migratory birds that were harmed by collisions
with downtown Chicago buildings.

Wed, Dec. 10, 2008, 7 PM FPNC
Illinois River Restoration Projects

--

Audubon’s Mississippi River Initiative
The Mississippi River is one of the nation's most important natural assets. Covering 41
percent of the continental U.S, its watershed stretches across the heart of the nation,
spanning the far reaches of the Platte River in Nebraska to the Great Lakes, and hosting a
globally significant flyway and habitat for more than 325 species of birds. The diverse
wetlands created by the river and its tributaries are not only vital to birds, but to people,
from New Orleans to communities further upstream. A national treasure, with tremendous
economic as well as ecological importance, for over 200 years "America's River" has also inspired the development of a rich,
vibrant and unique cultural heritage, from Mark Twain, to the Delta Blues, to some of our nation's most celebrated cuisine.
But decades of mismanagement have taken a grim toll on the Mississippi and its surrounding ecosystem. Birds, other wildlife,
people and communities are at risk from the consequences of unsustainable river management. Each year, 16,000 more
acres of Louisiana coastal marsh, a natural barrier for tropical storms, are lost because we have nearly eliminated the river's
ability to re-build its Delta with fresh water and sediment. A huge, oxygen-depleted "dead zone" forms in the Gulf of Mexico
each summer because we have destroyed or isolated millions of acres of wetlands throughout the Mississippi's immense
watershed, stripping the river of its ability to filter excess nutrients from intensive agriculture in the Midwest and other
sources. And Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and the 2008 Midwestern floods underscored the need to manage the basin
comprehensively, as an interrelated system from headwaters to gulf. Learn more about threats to the Mississippi River on line
at http://www.audubon.org/campaign/Mississippi/threats.html
Audubon is working with its field offices, chapters, and other environmental partners in a massive effort to restore the
Mississippi River ecosystem into a vital, thriving waterway and resource that supports both rich, diverse wildlife, and healthy
and vibrant communities.
Join us as we work to for birds, other wildlife, people and communities
http://www.audubon.org/campaign/Mississippi/newcourse.html

Monthly Membership meeting. Ben O'Neal from the
Univesity of Illinois Department of Atmospheric
Science at Champaign-Urbana, will be discussing
the use of weather radar to rack and follow water
fowl migration.

Wed. Mar. 11, 2009, 7PM FPNC
Monthly Membership Meeting. Marshall B. Plumbley,
Illinois River Road National
Illinois River Basin Intergrator with the US Army Corps
Scenic Byway
of Engineers will speak on the Illinois River Restoration
Monthly
Membership
Meeting. Anaise Berry,
Projects funded by the recetn passage of the Water
Director
of
the
Illinois
River
Road National Scenic
Resources Development Act.
Byway, will discuss the benefits and the
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS establishment of the Scenic Byway based on their
Peoria Audubon participates in the longest running scenery, cultural, historical, natural, recreational or
wildlife census in the world. The count has become an archaeological opportunities.
annual tradition for citizen science volunteers in Sat. Mar. 7, 2009, 7 AM - 3 PM
communities throughout the Americas. Peoria
Birding Tour of the Illinois
Audubon participates in three annual christmas
River - Spring Migration
counts. Volunteers always needed:
Catch the peak of migration at some of the best
Sat. Dec. 20, 2008. Peoria Count:

Contact Thad Edmonds to participate: (309)-243-1854.

places in Illinois to see waterfowl that stop on their
spectacular migration. Details inside the newsletter.

Contact Dick Bjorklund to participate: (309) 968-6502

Wed. Apr. 8, 2009, 7 PM FPNC
Lose 5000 LBS - Low Carbon Diet.

Sat. Dec. 27, 2008 - Chautauqua
Sat. Jan. 3, 2009 - Chillicothe

Monthly Membership Meeting. Keith Blackmore
from the Highland Community College in Northern
Sat. Jan. 10, 2009, 10:00 AM FPNC Illinois, will be presenting a 30 day program to lose
Eagle Day at Forest Park Nature 5000 pounds in a Low Carbon Diet.
Center. Day dedicated to presentation and tours to
Wed. May 13, 2009, 7 PM FPNC
view Bald Eagles along the river.
CREP Program and local
Contact Tracy Fox to participate: (309)-579-3264

conservation projects.
Wed. Jan. 14, 2009, 6:30 PM FPNC
Annual Pot Luck and Photo Show Monthly Membership Meeting. Bud Grieves, former

Monthly Membership Meeting. Bring a CD of pics,
videos or slide carousel, table service and a covered
dish to share. Christmas Bird Count results will be
presented. Note earlier starting time.

mayor of Peoria, will speak on the development of
his 400 acre farm into a wildlife habitat through the
CREP program and other local conservation
projects.

"Birding Basics"
Recently, I was asked to
come up with some
thoughts on birding basics
for an upcoming beginning
birding class that Peoria
Audubon is helping to
organize. In developing
this list, I realized that
members of our chapter might find it useful.
Here goes.
1.
Optics. Your binoculars are your
primary tool for birding. Access to a scope
may be necessary for longer distance
birding.
2.
Field Guide. I favor the Sibley Field
Guide to Birds of Eastern North America,
but whatever you choose it is the 2nd most
important tool for birding.
3.
Location. Choose a good location
where birds are plentiful. While birding can
be done from almost any and every place
on the planet, there are clearly better
places than others for seeing species
diversity and volume of birds.
4.
Identify. This is where the rubber
meets the road in birding! There are so
many ways to identify and clues to use.
For instance, one should note color, size,
shape, kind of bill, song, behavior, habitat,
among other things to provide important
clues. I find it helpful to call out the
prominent field marks I observe before I
lose the image or take down my binoculars.
This helps me remember them while I refer
to the field guide. Once you become more
knowledgeable you will be able to more
quickly narrow down the possible choices
for your sighting. You can spend hours and
hours on this in class, but it’s more fun in
the field.
5.
Fight frustration! Even highly
experienced birders make identification
mistakes, or are simply unable to identify
some sightings (e.g. Plegadis ibis species
(Glossy Ibis for example) are virtually
indistinguishable in the non-breeding
plumage). Don’t let it get you down!
continued on page 2

Owl Prowl at Forest Park

Tue. Jan 13, 2009, 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Tue. Feb 10, 2009, 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Hike into the realm of nocturnal critters. Learn the natural
history of our native owls in a short indoor presentation
and then take a short hike where we will practice our owl
calls and everyone will have a chance to “give a hoot”.
Dress warm! Fee: $2/person - $1/FPNC members

Peoria Audubon Mourns
the loss of Bert Princen

Tom Clay, the Executive Director, of the Illinois Audubon Society (IAS) presented the
members program on Oct. 8, 2008. Peoria Audubon Society is an affiliate of IAS while
bing a chapter of National Audubon Society. A number of Peoria Audubon Society
members are also members of IAS.
The Illinois Audubon Society is an Illinois wide conservation organization with 19
chapters and 13 affiliated groups. It was founded in 1897 and is now 110 years old.
The focus has remained protecting bird species and habitat.
Tom decribed the acquisition of 12 sanctuaries since the 1970's which total 1300 acres.
Some were donated such as the 500 acre War Bluff Sanctuary in far Southern Illinois
and others were purchased such as Plum Island across from Starved Rock State Park.
The IAS has also protectected 1400 acres which are now managed by the Ill. Dept. of
Natural Resources and other agencies. Examples of this are parcels in Prairie Ridge
State Natural Area which are the last habitat of the Greater Prairie Chicken in Illinois.
Recently, IAS has completed a headquarters building at its Adams Sactuary in
Springfield financed mainly by member's gifts.

Bert Princen passed away on Sunday
October 26, 2008. The Audubon Society
sends condolences to Greet Princen and his
family. Peoria Audubon Society would like
to thank Bert for all of his efforts and service
to conserve and enhance the local natural
resources, especially birds and bird habitats.
Bert was a Peoria Audubon Society member
since 1961 and a Board Member since 1965.
He served as President three times, two year
terms. He was Membership Chairperson for
20 y ears, Annual Seed Sale Coordinator for
25 years and on the Sanctuary Committee
for over 5 years.

November Member's Meeting Recap

Tue. Feb 17, 2009, 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Meet a Forest Park Naturalist at the lower parking lot of
Camp Wokanda for a walk into what has been great
owling territory. For directions and more information, call
686-3360. Fee: $2/person - $1/CORE members

Migratory Bird Walks
Sat. Apr. 11, 2009, 7:30 AM
ANNUAL SEED SALE

Peoria Audubon Society held its annual
seed sale with the Friends of the Rock
Island Trail. Orders were taken through
October and picked up at Kelly Seed on
Nov. 1st. Revenue from the Seed sale
was $XX. Thanks to all who particiapted
in the seed sale either through ordering
or helping load the orders. Special
Thanks to Joe and Sue Van Wassenhove
for the organization of the seed sale.
JOIN THE TURKEYS AT THE NEXT
MEMBERSHIP MEETING!
Its quite common for a flock of
Turkey's to hang out at the Forest
Park Nature Center just before the
Audubon meeting. Next meeting
Dec. 10th, 7PM; program listed on
page 1.

Fun turkey facts.
Turkeys are able to adapt to a wide variety of habitats. However, most
turkeys are found in hardwood forests with grassy areas.
The best time to see a turkey is on a warm clear day or in a light rain.
Turkeys spend the night in trees. They fly to their roosts around sunset.
Turkeys fly to the ground at first light and feed until mid-morning. Feeding
resumes in mid-afternoon.
Gobbling starts before sunrise and can continue through most of the
morning.
A wild turkey has excellent vision and hearing. Their field of vision is about
270 degrees. This is the main reason they continue to elude some hunters.
A spooked turkey can run at speeds up to 20 miles per hour. They can also
burst into flight approaching speeds between 50-55 mph in a matter of
seconds.
Benjamin Franklin wanted the national bird to be a turkey.

PHOTO: Dale Goodner, Mendenhall Road, Spring Bird Count 2008

Canton MSD Field Trip Recap

contributed by Thad Edmonds

Thad Edmonds let a group of birders to the MSD site in Canton on November 8th.
They had 8 hearty birders. 34 degrees, and very windy weather, with wind gusts that
felt like 100 MPH. Attendees were: Tom & Beth Shipley, Greet, Norman, and Coonie
Princen, Pete Fenner, Dennis Endicott, and Thad. They saw 58 species, very good for the
weather. 5 eagles, ~10 Red-tails, A Rough-legged Hawk, A nice Fox Sparrow, 14 species
of Ducks, 4 species of Geese, and a Yellow-rumped Warbler.

contributed by Deb Roe

Annette Prince of Chicago Bird Collision Monitors gave
an excellent presentation about the problems with
migrationg birds in cities like Chicago. The lighting
and massive glass buildings in cities are serious
hazards to migrating birds. Chicago Bird Collision
Monitors collects thousands of dead birds for research
and rehabilitates injured birds.. CBCM also works with
building managers and local officials to reduce urban
hazards, including the lights out program.
Check out the webpage at www.birdmonitors.net

Owl Prowl at Camp Wokanda

Search for spring migrants and resident birds of Forest Park with a guide from Peoria
Audubon. Please bring your own binoculars or you may borrow ours. All levels welcome;
no experience required. Fee: Donations appreciated

contributed by John Mullen

BOOK SALE:
The family of the late Louise Augustine, an avid
local birder with a life list of over 5000 bird species,
has generously donated 7 large boxes of bird
books to the Peoria Audubon Society. 100% of the
proceeds from the sale will go to the Peoria
Audubon Bird Sanctuary Fund.
All books are in excellent condition. Prices have been established to be
competitive with those given at Amazon.com for used books. Many of
the books are international field guides. The books are available for
sale on our website. A complete listing of all the books will be available
on the website at: www.peoriaaudubon.org
Birding Basics, continued from page 1
6.
Use your ears! I recognize the presence of birds more so
with my ears than my eyes. There are great learning resources
available these days. There are inexpensive CD’s of bird
recordings, and free internet resources. One I like is Cornell’s “All
About Birds” website.
7.
Season. Pay attention to the time of year, and migration
and nesting habits. This will help you in identification and in
knowing when and what you might see. For instance, beginners
will minimize frustration if they look for warblers in April and May,
when they will find males singing and in breeding plumage.
8.
Document your sightings; keep a life list. Checklists can
be downloaded from the internet, or you can use web tools (such
as e-bird) or birding database software (I use Avisys). It is often
useful to refer back to when and where you saw a species, plus it
is always exciting to add a new species to your life list!
9.
Proper etiquette. Keep quiet, don’t trespass, and don’t
harm the habitat or scare birds away.
10. Join a club or on-line group for ongoing help and birding
support. Of course, your local Audubon chapter is a good option,
or for the web-savvy CILB (a google group) or IBET (a yahoo
group) might be useful.
Good birding!

August Field Trip Recap

Contributed by Deb Roe

Maury Brucker and John Mullen hosted yet another successful birding tour on August
18, 2008. The birding tour was attended by approximately 25 people. The birders left
the Forest Park Nature Center shortly after 7:00 AM, in two vans provided by the Park
District. The vans traveled what Peoria Audubon unofficially calls the "South Loop".
The group traveled south along the east side of the IL River making stops along the
way at Worley Lake and Spring Lake. We spotted a Barred Owl perched in the middle of
the field in late morning. An uncommon sighting for that location and time of day.
Matt Sprenger, Chautauqua Refuge Manager, met the group at Lake Chautauqua. He
spoke about the water level management of the lakes. The USFWS has been keeping
the lake levels higher than normal in order to eradicate a willow invasion along the
shoreline. USFWS anticipates maintaining this level for a few years. This temporary
water level manipulation will not be great for shorebird habitat, but is anticipated to
improve habitat in the future. The levee gate was opened for the tour and we were
able to drive across the levee to see the west shoreline of Lake Chautauqua. The
numbers of migrating shorebirds at Chautauqua on this day was minimal, probably
due to the water level manipulation. Sprenger indicated the presence of Emiquon
across the river from the lake is expected to provide an alternate location for migrating
birds while the water levels are manipulated to control the invasive willows at
Chautauqua.
The tour then moved on to Emiquon in search of recently sightly black necked stilts.
The stilts were not visible on the day of the tour. A snowy egret was at Emiquon, along
with several Great Egrets on their "reverse" migration. Birding scopes were set up to
view ducks on Lake Thompson at Emiquon. Experienced birders help new birders
identify different species.
The group ate a great lunch, enjoying the beautiful view from the Dickson Mounds
Museum Picnic. After lunch the group headed north along the west Side of the Illinois
River Stopping at the Peoria Sanitary District to view shorebirds. The birding was light
compared to past similar trips, the group saw approximately 50 different species
throughout the day.

Photo by Endicott

Take in some of the bird migration hotspots along the Illinois River–spots renowned for
both scenic quality and bird diversity. We’ll meet at Forest Park Nature Center and travel
south along the east shore of the river stopping at Spring Lake and Chautauqua. After a
catered lunch overlooking the Dickson Mounds, we’ll proceed to one of the largest
wetland restoration projects in the world, the Nature Conservancy’s Emiquon Preserve.
The trip will wrap up at Rice Lake and Banner Marsh. Trip leaders: Maury Brucker and John
Mullen of Peoria Audubon Society. Pre-registration through Peoria Park District a must.
Call 686-3360 for more info and registration. Fee: $35

contributed by Maury Brucker

October Member's Meeting Recap

Photo by Endicott

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
WITH THESE UPCOMING EVENTS:
Birding Tour of the Illinois River
Sat. March 7, 2009, 7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

PHOTO: Bert Princen, MSD
Canton, April 2008

Dr. Princen had involved residents in outdoor activities throughout central
Illinois since he arrived in the state from Holland in 1960. He has introduced
thousands of people to bird watching and bird conservation through his
countless public classes, field trips and informative writings and has been
honored for his many contributions to avian conservation biology through years
of volunteer field surveys.
Bert Princen has been conducting National Audubon Christmas Bird Counts
(CBC) in Illinois since 1962, three years before he received his US citizenship. He
started the Peoria CBC in 1962 and the Chillicothe CBC in 1964 which continue to
this day. He has continued to coordinate the Peoria count and survey in others,
completing over 120 CBCs in Illinois. This incredible endeavor led to an award
from Peoria Audubon Society recognizing his contribution to this data that tracks
bird population trends in Illinois.
It was only natural that Bert was tapped in 1972 by Vernon Kleen, then with the
Illinois DNR, to spearhead the Spring Bird Counts in the Peoria area. He
continued to coordinate and conduct spring surveys in at least five counties
continuously since then. He has also conducted USFW Breeding Bird Surveys in
Illinois for the past 30 years, earning honors for this effort; as well as initiating and
conducting Eagle Surveys along the Illinois River since 1965. All these volunteer
efforts were a great contribution to assessing the health of the state's bird
populations and have given many people a way to get involved in these "citizen
science" programs.
While these survey programs have gotten many people involved, it is really the
educational and recreational activities Dr. Princen implemented that have
touched countless numbers of people. He has initiated and led hundreds of field
trips throughout the region which have introduced many residents to Illinois
natural areas. He has coordinated classes and lectured at universities, workshops
and elsewhere on Illinois birds and a variety of Illinois outdoor themes. His
enthusiasm was contagious and his expertise in Illinois wildlife was well sought
after.
The absence of his wisdom and energy is a huge loss to the Audubon Society and
to all of us who knew and loved him.
Memorials may be made to the Peoria Audubon Sanctuary Fund c/o Community
Foundation of Central Ill., 331 Fulton St., Ste. 310, Peoria, IL 61602; or the Peoria
Academy of Science Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 3412, Peoria, IL
61612.

Owl Prowl at Forest Park

Tue. Jan 13, 2009, 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Tue. Feb 10, 2009, 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Hike into the realm of nocturnal critters. Learn the natural
history of our native owls in a short indoor presentation
and then take a short hike where we will practice our owl
calls and everyone will have a chance to “give a hoot”.
Dress warm! Fee: $2/person - $1/FPNC members

Peoria Audubon Mourns
the loss of Bert Princen

Tom Clay, the Executive Director, of the Illinois Audubon Society (IAS) presented the
members program on Oct. 8, 2008. Peoria Audubon Society is an affiliate of IAS while
bing a chapter of National Audubon Society. A number of Peoria Audubon Society
members are also members of IAS.
The Illinois Audubon Society is an Illinois wide conservation organization with 19
chapters and 13 affiliated groups. It was founded in 1897 and is now 110 years old.
The focus has remained protecting bird species and habitat.
Tom decribed the acquisition of 12 sanctuaries since the 1970's which total 1300 acres.
Some were donated such as the 500 acre War Bluff Sanctuary in far Southern Illinois
and others were purchased such as Plum Island across from Starved Rock State Park.
The IAS has also protectected 1400 acres which are now managed by the Ill. Dept. of
Natural Resources and other agencies. Examples of this are parcels in Prairie Ridge
State Natural Area which are the last habitat of the Greater Prairie Chicken in Illinois.
Recently, IAS has completed a headquarters building at its Adams Sactuary in
Springfield financed mainly by member's gifts.

Bert Princen passed away on Sunday
October 26, 2008. The Audubon Society
sends condolences to Greet Princen and his
family. Peoria Audubon Society would like
to thank Bert for all of his efforts and service
to conserve and enhance the local natural
resources, especially birds and bird habitats.
Bert was a Peoria Audubon Society member
since 1961 and a Board Member since 1965.
He served as President three times, two year
terms. He was Membership Chairperson for
20 y ears, Annual Seed Sale Coordinator for
25 years and on the Sanctuary Committee
for over 5 years.

November Member's Meeting Recap

Tue. Feb 17, 2009, 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Meet a Forest Park Naturalist at the lower parking lot of
Camp Wokanda for a walk into what has been great
owling territory. For directions and more information, call
686-3360. Fee: $2/person - $1/CORE members

Migratory Bird Walks
Sat. Apr. 11, 2009, 7:30 AM
ANNUAL SEED SALE

Peoria Audubon Society held its annual
seed sale with the Friends of the Rock
Island Trail. Orders were taken through
October and picked up at Kelly Seed on
Nov. 1st. Revenue from the Seed sale
was $XX. Thanks to all who particiapted
in the seed sale either through ordering
or helping load the orders. Special
Thanks to Joe and Sue Van Wassenhove
for the organization of the seed sale.
JOIN THE TURKEYS AT THE NEXT
MEMBERSHIP MEETING!
Its quite common for a flock of
Turkey's to hang out at the Forest
Park Nature Center just before the
Audubon meeting. Next meeting
Dec. 10th, 7PM; program listed on
page 1.

Fun turkey facts.
Turkeys are able to adapt to a wide variety of habitats. However, most
turkeys are found in hardwood forests with grassy areas.
The best time to see a turkey is on a warm clear day or in a light rain.
Turkeys spend the night in trees. They fly to their roosts around sunset.
Turkeys fly to the ground at first light and feed until mid-morning. Feeding
resumes in mid-afternoon.
Gobbling starts before sunrise and can continue through most of the
morning.
A wild turkey has excellent vision and hearing. Their field of vision is about
270 degrees. This is the main reason they continue to elude some hunters.
A spooked turkey can run at speeds up to 20 miles per hour. They can also
burst into flight approaching speeds between 50-55 mph in a matter of
seconds.
Benjamin Franklin wanted the national bird to be a turkey.

PHOTO: Dale Goodner, Mendenhall Road, Spring Bird Count 2008

Canton MSD Field Trip Recap

contributed by Thad Edmonds

Thad Edmonds let a group of birders to the MSD site in Canton on November 8th.
They had 8 hearty birders. 34 degrees, and very windy weather, with wind gusts that
felt like 100 MPH. Attendees were: Tom & Beth Shipley, Greet, Norman, and Coonie
Princen, Pete Fenner, Dennis Endicott, and Thad. They saw 58 species, very good for the
weather. 5 eagles, ~10 Red-tails, A Rough-legged Hawk, A nice Fox Sparrow, 14 species
of Ducks, 4 species of Geese, and a Yellow-rumped Warbler.

contributed by Deb Roe

Annette Prince of Chicago Bird Collision Monitors gave
an excellent presentation about the problems with
migrationg birds in cities like Chicago. The lighting
and massive glass buildings in cities are serious
hazards to migrating birds. Chicago Bird Collision
Monitors collects thousands of dead birds for research
and rehabilitates injured birds.. CBCM also works with
building managers and local officials to reduce urban
hazards, including the lights out program.
Check out the webpage at www.birdmonitors.net

Owl Prowl at Camp Wokanda

Search for spring migrants and resident birds of Forest Park with a guide from Peoria
Audubon. Please bring your own binoculars or you may borrow ours. All levels welcome;
no experience required. Fee: Donations appreciated

contributed by John Mullen

BOOK SALE:
The family of the late Louise Augustine, an avid
local birder with a life list of over 5000 bird species,
has generously donated 7 large boxes of bird
books to the Peoria Audubon Society. 100% of the
proceeds from the sale will go to the Peoria
Audubon Bird Sanctuary Fund.
All books are in excellent condition. Prices have been established to be
competitive with those given at Amazon.com for used books. Many of
the books are international field guides. The books are available for
sale on our website. A complete listing of all the books will be available
on the website at: www.peoriaaudubon.org
Birding Basics, continued from page 1
6.
Use your ears! I recognize the presence of birds more so
with my ears than my eyes. There are great learning resources
available these days. There are inexpensive CD’s of bird
recordings, and free internet resources. One I like is Cornell’s “All
About Birds” website.
7.
Season. Pay attention to the time of year, and migration
and nesting habits. This will help you in identification and in
knowing when and what you might see. For instance, beginners
will minimize frustration if they look for warblers in April and May,
when they will find males singing and in breeding plumage.
8.
Document your sightings; keep a life list. Checklists can
be downloaded from the internet, or you can use web tools (such
as e-bird) or birding database software (I use Avisys). It is often
useful to refer back to when and where you saw a species, plus it
is always exciting to add a new species to your life list!
9.
Proper etiquette. Keep quiet, don’t trespass, and don’t
harm the habitat or scare birds away.
10. Join a club or on-line group for ongoing help and birding
support. Of course, your local Audubon chapter is a good option,
or for the web-savvy CILB (a google group) or IBET (a yahoo
group) might be useful.
Good birding!

August Field Trip Recap

Contributed by Deb Roe

Maury Brucker and John Mullen hosted yet another successful birding tour on August
18, 2008. The birding tour was attended by approximately 25 people. The birders left
the Forest Park Nature Center shortly after 7:00 AM, in two vans provided by the Park
District. The vans traveled what Peoria Audubon unofficially calls the "South Loop".
The group traveled south along the east side of the IL River making stops along the
way at Worley Lake and Spring Lake. We spotted a Barred Owl perched in the middle of
the field in late morning. An uncommon sighting for that location and time of day.
Matt Sprenger, Chautauqua Refuge Manager, met the group at Lake Chautauqua. He
spoke about the water level management of the lakes. The USFWS has been keeping
the lake levels higher than normal in order to eradicate a willow invasion along the
shoreline. USFWS anticipates maintaining this level for a few years. This temporary
water level manipulation will not be great for shorebird habitat, but is anticipated to
improve habitat in the future. The levee gate was opened for the tour and we were
able to drive across the levee to see the west shoreline of Lake Chautauqua. The
numbers of migrating shorebirds at Chautauqua on this day was minimal, probably
due to the water level manipulation. Sprenger indicated the presence of Emiquon
across the river from the lake is expected to provide an alternate location for migrating
birds while the water levels are manipulated to control the invasive willows at
Chautauqua.
The tour then moved on to Emiquon in search of recently sightly black necked stilts.
The stilts were not visible on the day of the tour. A snowy egret was at Emiquon, along
with several Great Egrets on their "reverse" migration. Birding scopes were set up to
view ducks on Lake Thompson at Emiquon. Experienced birders help new birders
identify different species.
The group ate a great lunch, enjoying the beautiful view from the Dickson Mounds
Museum Picnic. After lunch the group headed north along the west Side of the Illinois
River Stopping at the Peoria Sanitary District to view shorebirds. The birding was light
compared to past similar trips, the group saw approximately 50 different species
throughout the day.

Photo by Endicott

Take in some of the bird migration hotspots along the Illinois River–spots renowned for
both scenic quality and bird diversity. We’ll meet at Forest Park Nature Center and travel
south along the east shore of the river stopping at Spring Lake and Chautauqua. After a
catered lunch overlooking the Dickson Mounds, we’ll proceed to one of the largest
wetland restoration projects in the world, the Nature Conservancy’s Emiquon Preserve.
The trip will wrap up at Rice Lake and Banner Marsh. Trip leaders: Maury Brucker and John
Mullen of Peoria Audubon Society. Pre-registration through Peoria Park District a must.
Call 686-3360 for more info and registration. Fee: $35

contributed by Maury Brucker

October Member's Meeting Recap

Photo by Endicott

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
WITH THESE UPCOMING EVENTS:
Birding Tour of the Illinois River
Sat. March 7, 2009, 7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

PHOTO: Bert Princen, MSD
Canton, April 2008

Dr. Princen had involved residents in outdoor activities throughout central
Illinois since he arrived in the state from Holland in 1960. He has introduced
thousands of people to bird watching and bird conservation through his
countless public classes, field trips and informative writings and has been
honored for his many contributions to avian conservation biology through years
of volunteer field surveys.
Bert Princen has been conducting National Audubon Christmas Bird Counts
(CBC) in Illinois since 1962, three years before he received his US citizenship. He
started the Peoria CBC in 1962 and the Chillicothe CBC in 1964 which continue to
this day. He has continued to coordinate the Peoria count and survey in others,
completing over 120 CBCs in Illinois. This incredible endeavor led to an award
from Peoria Audubon Society recognizing his contribution to this data that tracks
bird population trends in Illinois.
It was only natural that Bert was tapped in 1972 by Vernon Kleen, then with the
Illinois DNR, to spearhead the Spring Bird Counts in the Peoria area. He
continued to coordinate and conduct spring surveys in at least five counties
continuously since then. He has also conducted USFW Breeding Bird Surveys in
Illinois for the past 30 years, earning honors for this effort; as well as initiating and
conducting Eagle Surveys along the Illinois River since 1965. All these volunteer
efforts were a great contribution to assessing the health of the state's bird
populations and have given many people a way to get involved in these "citizen
science" programs.
While these survey programs have gotten many people involved, it is really the
educational and recreational activities Dr. Princen implemented that have
touched countless numbers of people. He has initiated and led hundreds of field
trips throughout the region which have introduced many residents to Illinois
natural areas. He has coordinated classes and lectured at universities, workshops
and elsewhere on Illinois birds and a variety of Illinois outdoor themes. His
enthusiasm was contagious and his expertise in Illinois wildlife was well sought
after.
The absence of his wisdom and energy is a huge loss to the Audubon Society and
to all of us who knew and loved him.
Memorials may be made to the Peoria Audubon Sanctuary Fund c/o Community
Foundation of Central Ill., 331 Fulton St., Ste. 310, Peoria, IL 61602; or the Peoria
Academy of Science Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 3412, Peoria, IL
61612.

Peoria
Society
PEORIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE
677 E HIGH PT TERRACE
PEORIA IL 61614
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Pete Fenner - President
Dennis Endicott - Vice President/Program Chair
Web Development
Greet Princen - Treasurer
Jason Beverlin - Conservation Chair
Bert Princen - Membership Chair
Roseann Tomko - Education Chair
John Mullen - Board Member
Joe VanWassenhove - Board Member
Deb Roe - Board Member / Newsletter Editor
Jim Miller - Board Member
Maury Brucker - Board Member
Holli Cook - Board Member

...

www.peoriaaudubon.org

Chapter of National Audubon since 1981
Chapter of The Peoria Academy of Science since 1930
Contact the Peoria Audubon Society at audubon@peoriaaudubon.org

AUDUBON CALENDAR

Peoria Audubon meets at 7:00 PM on the second Wednesday of each month,
September through May. Its a relaxed, friendly evening with an interesting
presentation followed by refreshments. Free and open to the public.

These are just a few of the upcoming
events listed at
www.peoriaaudubon.org/calendar

January 2008
Peoria Eagle Count

Annual Census of the Bald Eagle population along

Wed. Nov. 12, 2008, 7 PM FPNC the Illinois River from Henry to Havana, IL. Final Date
pending. Look for upcoming announcement.
Chicago Bird Collision Monitors:
Migratory Bird Rescue & Protection Wed. Feb. 11, 2009, 7 PM FPNC
Monthly Membership Meeting. Annette Prince,
Using Weather Radar to Track
Director of Chicago Bird Collision Monitors, will
water fowl migration

discuss the actions to rescue and salvage thousands
of migratory birds that were harmed by collisions
with downtown Chicago buildings.

Wed, Dec. 10, 2008, 7 PM FPNC
Illinois River Restoration Projects

--

Audubon’s Mississippi River Initiative
The Mississippi River is one of the nation's most important natural assets. Covering 41
percent of the continental U.S, its watershed stretches across the heart of the nation,
spanning the far reaches of the Platte River in Nebraska to the Great Lakes, and hosting a
globally significant flyway and habitat for more than 325 species of birds. The diverse
wetlands created by the river and its tributaries are not only vital to birds, but to people,
from New Orleans to communities further upstream. A national treasure, with tremendous
economic as well as ecological importance, for over 200 years "America's River" has also inspired the development of a rich,
vibrant and unique cultural heritage, from Mark Twain, to the Delta Blues, to some of our nation's most celebrated cuisine.
But decades of mismanagement have taken a grim toll on the Mississippi and its surrounding ecosystem. Birds, other wildlife,
people and communities are at risk from the consequences of unsustainable river management. Each year, 16,000 more
acres of Louisiana coastal marsh, a natural barrier for tropical storms, are lost because we have nearly eliminated the river's
ability to re-build its Delta with fresh water and sediment. A huge, oxygen-depleted "dead zone" forms in the Gulf of Mexico
each summer because we have destroyed or isolated millions of acres of wetlands throughout the Mississippi's immense
watershed, stripping the river of its ability to filter excess nutrients from intensive agriculture in the Midwest and other
sources. And Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and the 2008 Midwestern floods underscored the need to manage the basin
comprehensively, as an interrelated system from headwaters to gulf. Learn more about threats to the Mississippi River on line
at http://www.audubon.org/campaign/Mississippi/threats.html
Audubon is working with its field offices, chapters, and other environmental partners in a massive effort to restore the
Mississippi River ecosystem into a vital, thriving waterway and resource that supports both rich, diverse wildlife, and healthy
and vibrant communities.
Join us as we work to for birds, other wildlife, people and communities
http://www.audubon.org/campaign/Mississippi/newcourse.html

Monthly Membership meeting. Ben O'Neal from the
Univesity of Illinois Department of Atmospheric
Science at Champaign-Urbana, will be discussing
the use of weather radar to rack and follow water
fowl migration.

Wed. Mar. 11, 2009, 7PM FPNC
Monthly Membership Meeting. Marshall B. Plumbley,
Illinois River Road National
Illinois River Basin Intergrator with the US Army Corps
Scenic Byway
of Engineers will speak on the Illinois River Restoration
Monthly
Membership
Meeting. Anaise Berry,
Projects funded by the recetn passage of the Water
Director
of
the
Illinois
River
Road National Scenic
Resources Development Act.
Byway, will discuss the benefits and the
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS establishment of the Scenic Byway based on their
Peoria Audubon participates in the longest running scenery, cultural, historical, natural, recreational or
wildlife census in the world. The count has become an archaeological opportunities.
annual tradition for citizen science volunteers in Sat. Mar. 7, 2009, 7 AM - 3 PM
communities throughout the Americas. Peoria
Birding Tour of the Illinois
Audubon participates in three annual christmas
River - Spring Migration
counts. Volunteers always needed:
Catch the peak of migration at some of the best
Sat. Dec. 20, 2008. Peoria Count:

Contact Thad Edmonds to participate: (309)-243-1854.

places in Illinois to see waterfowl that stop on their
spectacular migration. Details inside the newsletter.

Contact Dick Bjorklund to participate: (309) 968-6502

Wed. Apr. 8, 2009, 7 PM FPNC
Lose 5000 LBS - Low Carbon Diet.

Sat. Dec. 27, 2008 - Chautauqua
Sat. Jan. 3, 2009 - Chillicothe

Monthly Membership Meeting. Keith Blackmore
from the Highland Community College in Northern
Sat. Jan. 10, 2009, 10:00 AM FPNC Illinois, will be presenting a 30 day program to lose
Eagle Day at Forest Park Nature 5000 pounds in a Low Carbon Diet.
Center. Day dedicated to presentation and tours to
Wed. May 13, 2009, 7 PM FPNC
view Bald Eagles along the river.
CREP Program and local
Contact Tracy Fox to participate: (309)-579-3264

conservation projects.
Wed. Jan. 14, 2009, 6:30 PM FPNC
Annual Pot Luck and Photo Show Monthly Membership Meeting. Bud Grieves, former

Monthly Membership Meeting. Bring a CD of pics,
videos or slide carousel, table service and a covered
dish to share. Christmas Bird Count results will be
presented. Note earlier starting time.

mayor of Peoria, will speak on the development of
his 400 acre farm into a wildlife habitat through the
CREP program and other local conservation
projects.

"Birding Basics"
Recently, I was asked to
come up with some
thoughts on birding basics
for an upcoming beginning
birding class that Peoria
Audubon is helping to
organize. In developing
this list, I realized that
members of our chapter might find it useful.
Here goes.
1.
Optics. Your binoculars are your
primary tool for birding. Access to a scope
may be necessary for longer distance
birding.
2.
Field Guide. I favor the Sibley Field
Guide to Birds of Eastern North America,
but whatever you choose it is the 2nd most
important tool for birding.
3.
Location. Choose a good location
where birds are plentiful. While birding can
be done from almost any and every place
on the planet, there are clearly better
places than others for seeing species
diversity and volume of birds.
4.
Identify. This is where the rubber
meets the road in birding! There are so
many ways to identify and clues to use.
For instance, one should note color, size,
shape, kind of bill, song, behavior, habitat,
among other things to provide important
clues. I find it helpful to call out the
prominent field marks I observe before I
lose the image or take down my binoculars.
This helps me remember them while I refer
to the field guide. Once you become more
knowledgeable you will be able to more
quickly narrow down the possible choices
for your sighting. You can spend hours and
hours on this in class, but it’s more fun in
the field.
5.
Fight frustration! Even highly
experienced birders make identification
mistakes, or are simply unable to identify
some sightings (e.g. Plegadis ibis species
(Glossy Ibis for example) are virtually
indistinguishable in the non-breeding
plumage). Don’t let it get you down!
continued on page 2

