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Red bat (Lasiurus borealis)

one of the larger bats in the Midwest

fur reddish-orange to brick red, with females being less brightly colored

fur on the entire dorsal surface of the interfemoral membrane and along the arm bones  on
the underside of the wings

white patches of fur on the shoulders and wrists

short, rounded ears

wingspan 29-33 c¢m, forearm length 35-46 mm, wt. 7-15 g

Red bats are common in rural areas and small towns, but not in cities. They occur throughout Illinois
during the summer. This species is solitary except for a female and her young. Females produce a litter of
2-5 pups which is born from late May to early July. Red bats almost never roost in caves, mines, or
buildings. They roost among the foliage of trees or shrubs or in tall forbs, typically hanging by one foot
from a leaf petiole or branch. Red bats emerge relatively early in the evening, forage for two hours, and
feed extensively on moths and beetles. They forage around forest edges, street lamps, and corn cribs and
above streams. Red bats in northern states and Canada migrate long distances during spring and autumn.
They apparently hibernate in tree hollows, but emerge and feed on warm winter afternoons. There are no
winter records for Illinois, but some red bats may spend winter in southern Illinois.

Hoary bat (Lasiurus cinereus)

the largest species in the Midwest

fur black or gray with white tips

dorsal surface of the interfemoral membrane fully furred, fur on the underside of the
wings along the arm bones

collar of buff fur, buff fur on the underside of the wings, white patches of fur on the
wrists

ears short and round, edged with black

wingspan 38-41 cm, forearm 54-60 mm, wt. 25-35 g

Like red bats, hoary bats occur in rural areas and small towns, but not in cities. This species is relatively
uncommon in the eastern U.S. and occurs sporadically throughout Illinois during the summer. Hoary bats
are also solitary except for a female and her young. Two young are born in late May or June. Hoary bats
roost among the foliage of trees, often at the edge of a clearing. They emerge late, with a peak of foraging
activity four to five hours after sunset. They forage above large streams, along forest edges, and at lights.
This species is thought to feed heavily on moths and beetles. Hoary bats are highly migratory and are most
often encountered in Illinois during spring and autumn migration periods. Some individuals may migrate to
the Gulf states, Mexico, or Central America. In cooler areas, hoary bats hibernate in tree cavities, but
emerge on warm winter afternoons. There are very few winter records of this species for Illinois.

Silver-haired bat (Lasionycteris noctivagans)

black or dark brown fur with white tips

interfemoral membrane lightly furred on the anterior half of the dorsal surface
ears short and round, tragus blunt

wingspan 27-31 cm, forearm 37-44 mm, wt. 8-12 g






