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The Illinois River valley is a critical  
migratory corridor for both land and  
water birds, connecting southern wintering  
areas with northern breeding ranges.  
During migration, these birds rely on the  
Peoria Lakes and forested river bluffs to feed and rest. The Illinois 
River valley is also home to over one hundred breeding bird species 
who use wetlands, forests, and prairies to nest and raise young.  
As development has pushed the boundaries of our cities and suburbs 
further into rural areas, habitat for birds has correspondingly 
dwindled. Peoria Audubon's Sanctuary Initiative is working to reverse 
this trend.  
 

Why a Sanctuary?Why a Sanctuary?Why a Sanctuary?Why a Sanctuary?    
In 2000, Peoria Audubon initiated a Sanctuary Fund as the first step 
toward its goal of establishing a sanctuary for birdwatching in 
Central Illinois. The goals for the sanctuary are to:  

• Protect birds and bird habitat.  

• Provide the public with a quality wildlife watching 
experience.  

• Educate the public about birds, their role in Central Illinois 
ecosystems, and their conservation needs.  

• Demonstrate effective bird conservation practices.  

• Promote central Illinois as a destination for eco-tourism.  
Peoria Audubon is committed to partnering with other local, state, 
and national organizations to turn this goal into a reality. Peoria 
Audubon believes that a local Audubon sanctuary can fill an 
important role in central Illinois and, in the end, will further the 
efforts of all groups dedicated to preserving what remains of our 
natural heritage.  
 

What Kind of Sanctuary?What Kind of Sanctuary?What Kind of Sanctuary?What Kind of Sanctuary?    
• Preferably wetland habitat.  

• Of a size and potential quality to be of "ecological value" 
with high quality breeding and migratory bird habitat.  

• Accessible for public wildlife viewing.  

• Within 20-30 miles of Peoria.  
 

Why a SanctuWhy a SanctuWhy a SanctuWhy a Sanctuary Fund?ary Fund?ary Fund?ary Fund?    
In 2000, Peoria Audubon initiated two funds managed by the 
Community Foundation of Central Illinois. The Peoria Audubon Non-
Endowed Fund will be used to purchase a Central Illinois bird 
sanctuary once a suitable location is found and adequate funds are 
available. The Peoria Audubon Endowed Fund is a capital fund that 
will be used to generate income for ongoing maintenance of a 
sanctuary.   
The funds are intended to:  

• Provide accountability to donors and ensure that 
contributions are used for sanctuary acquisition and 
maintenance.  

• Ensure professional investment management and 
conformance with all related accounting and tax 
requirements.  

 
 

• Improve Peoria Audubon’s ability to accept non-cash 
donations, including stocks, bonds, land, and other assets. 
(Contact the Community Foundation of Central Illinois at 
309-674-8730 for more information.)  

 
 

                        Why Peoria Audubon?Why Peoria Audubon?Why Peoria Audubon?Why Peoria Audubon?    
         Peoria Audubon believes the next decade will provide unique   
         opportunities for protecting bird habitat in Central Illinois.  

• Peoria Audubon has a long tradition of advocacy for birds, 
bird habitat, and the Illinois River. A sanctuary is a natural 
complement to these efforts.  

• Peoria Audubon continues to be the definitive source of 
information about Central Illinois Bird. This knowledge is 
essential for selecting and managing an effective bird 
sanctuary.  

• Peoria Audubon, with its directed focus on birds, is well-
positioned to partner with area tourism groups and 
capitalize on the growing popularity of birdwatching and 
events such as Central Illinois Eagle Day.  

• Peoria Audubon is a nonprofit charitable organization 
dedicated to birds, bird habitat, and bird conservation.  

• Peoria Audubon is a chapter of National Audubon and an 
affiliate of Illinois Audubon, and able to tap resources at 
the state and national level.  

 

    
Make a DonationMake a DonationMake a DonationMake a Donation    
The Peoria Audubon Sanctuary Funds are managed by the 
Community Foundation of Central Illinois. Cash donations can be 
made to the Peoria Audubon Non-Endowed Fund for purchase of a 
Central Illinois bird sanctuary once a suitable location is found and 
adequate funds are available. Donations can also be made to the 
Peoria Audubon Endowed Fund, a capital fund that will be used to 
generate income for ongoing maintenance of a sanctuary.  

Send contribSend contribSend contribSend contributions to: utions to: utions to: utions to:     
Community Foundation of Central IllinoisCommunity Foundation of Central IllinoisCommunity Foundation of Central IllinoisCommunity Foundation of Central Illinois    
331 Fulton331 Fulton331 Fulton331 Fulton Street   Street   Street   Street  Suite 310Suite 310Suite 310Suite 310    
Peoria, IL 61602Peoria, IL 61602Peoria, IL 61602Peoria, IL 61602 

Peoria Audubon is incorporated in the State of Illinois with 
501(c)(3) nonprofit status, making all charitable contributions 
tax-deductible to the extent allowable by law. 

 

Sanctuary Auction Fundraiser Wed. March 22, 2006 Sanctuary Auction Fundraiser Wed. March 22, 2006 Sanctuary Auction Fundraiser Wed. March 22, 2006 Sanctuary Auction Fundraiser Wed. March 22, 2006 
at Forest Park Nature Center in Peoria Heightsat Forest Park Nature Center in Peoria Heightsat Forest Park Nature Center in Peoria Heightsat Forest Park Nature Center in Peoria Heights    

Audubon Board Members are asking local Audubon Board Members are asking local Audubon Board Members are asking local Audubon Board Members are asking local 
businesses for donations of items, services, or businesses for donations of items, services, or businesses for donations of items, services, or businesses for donations of items, services, or 
vouchers for this auctionvouchers for this auctionvouchers for this auctionvouchers for this auction....    

Donations can be taxDonations can be taxDonations can be taxDonations can be tax----deductideductideductideductible, and your ble, and your ble, and your ble, and your 
business will be recognized in our newsletter.business will be recognized in our newsletter.business will be recognized in our newsletter.business will be recognized in our newsletter.    

 


